
Bless you
Genesis 12:1-9

Katie Macdonald is being baptised today as a believer in Jesus Christ.  It 
means a lot, but it means at least two things that we’ll also  see in Abram’s life 
in Genesis 12:1-9.  It means leaving behind an old life, and starting one with 
God that looks less familiar.  And it means being both blessed by God, and 
bringing God’s blessing to others.

If everything’s going pretty well in life, what or who would compel you to  give 
it up and head down a new path?  The trouble with transforming change is 
that you can’t see what it will look like until you do it.  How do you know that 
leaving behind the old to discover the new will be better than staying just as 
you are?

In Genesis 12, God breaks into the life of a man called Abram.  He addresses 
Abram directly, arresting his attention - and God starts, in v.1, by calling 
Abram to leave behind the life he’d settled into.  ‘Leave your country, your 
people and your father’s household...’

We’ve already seen in the early chapters of Genesis the fundamental 
importance of land and family, work and relationships, to being human.  Here, 
the Lord God breaks into  Abram’s life and calls him to leave his land (‘your 
country’); the wider family that he’d been traveling with and settled with (‘your 
people’); and his inheritance (‘your father’s household’).

Abram had a country that he knew and moved about in day by day - he lived 
in a place called Haran.  He had a people to belong to surrounding him and 
talking with him day by day - his father’s family.  And he had a tangible 
inheritance to look forward to from his father one day.

To leave all that would mean going into new territory that Abram had never 
walked in before; leaving behind all those people he knew and was familiar 
with; and forfeiting any chance of receiving an inheritance from his father.

More than that, Genesis 11:30 has already told us that Abram’s wife Sarai 
was not able to  have children.  If they do  what calls them to  do, they are not 
only leaving family behind, but also leaving behind any obvious way of being 
part of an ongoing family.
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So the question for Abram is - why leave behind his land, family and 
inheritance?  What good reason is there to do it?  Well, let’s listen to how God 
continues addressing Abram in vv.1-3 (read vv.1-3).

God calls Abram to leave behind one land to receive another; to leave behind 
one family to receive another; and to  leave behind one inheritance to receive 
another.

‘Go to  the land I will show you,’ says the Lord.  At first, He doesn’t tell them 
what the land is yet.  He doesn’t even tell them that they will get the land 
when they see it.  All Abram knows is that God has a land for him to go to.  
Only as Abram takes God at His word and sets off on his travels does God 
reveal to him in v.7 that his family will receive the land of Canaan.

‘I will make you a great nation,’ says the Lord.  There’s no way that Abram 
could picture how that would work.  He was 75 years old and his wife Sarai 
could not have children.  Building a household, never mind a nation, was 
hardly imaginable to him.

‘I will bless you,’ says the Lord.  The blessing of the Lord is the inheritance on 
offer.  But what is that?  How will God bless him?  What will that mean for his 
present, his future?

The promises that this God who has broken into his life offers are incredible.  
Abram’s name will become great, he will become a great nation, God will 
bless him, and people all over the world will be blessed or cursed depending 
on their connection to him.

These promises are incredible, huge and tantalising.  But they are also... 
intangible.  Abram couldn’t see what the land he was traveling to would look 
like.  He couldn’t imagine how he would become a great nation.  Nor could he 
picture the inheritance and blessing he would receive from God, and the role 
he would play for people all over the world.

He couldn’t see anything that he was being called to.  In contrast, everything 
he was being asked to leave behind was familiar and obviously real every 
day.  He could see and touch the land he was already in and the people he 
was amongst; the inheritance he would one day receive was clear and all set 
up.
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So as the Lord breaks into Abram’s life and speaks to him, here’s the choice 
for Abram to weigh up: ‘Is what God is calling me to, better than what God is 
calling me away from?’

The thing that intrigues me is that in v.4, we don’t read about Abram taking 
months and months to make up his mind.  We don’t see him writing out lists 
of pros and cons.  There’s no  writing to God asking for some formal 
agreement in black and white.  He just... goes.

He takes God at His word, leaves behind what he’s called to leave behind, 
and trusts that God will give Him what He said He would, and that it will be 
better.  Can I trust the God who speaks to me in the Bible to deliver what is 
promised and is yet to  come?  Or shall I keep what’s already there, right in 
front of me?

It all comes down to trust.  There are many voices in life which call us to trust 
that if we leave behind what we have, the new thing will be better - from the 
Yes campaigner to the new broadband provider to a person trying to  win us 
over romantically.  And the trouble is, we can’t see if they are right or not until 
we go for it.  They might be right or wrong, trustworthy or not.  It might be 
better, it might be worse.

But Abram simply trusts God, though he cannot see what a new life with Him 
will look like, simply because this is God speaking to him.

Read on through the Bible, and we meet people time and again whom God 
calls to leave things behind and to trust in His promises, though they cannot 
see what that would really look like in day to day life.  And time and again, we 
read that whenever people take God at His Word, He is faithful to bless them 
the way He said He would, and it is always better than what they left behind.

Throughout history, the Lord God has addressed human beings like you and 
me, calling us away from an old life apart from Him and headed for death, 
into a new life in relationship with Him now and forever.  Still today, people 
take God at His Word, and testify, as Katie will today, that it is better by far.

The way God speaks to Abram here in Genesis 12:1-3, is the same way He 
spoke in Jesus Christ to  crowds in the gospels, and the same way He speaks 
to all who hear Him through His word.  There are things He calls us to  give up 
and leave behind, and promises He makes to us about what is ours if we take 
Him at His word.
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There may be different things that God calls each of us to  leave behind in our 
lives so that we can take up a life of being blessed by His promises.  Not all 
of us have to  give up the place we live or the wider family around us - but 
some of us do.  Not all of us have to give away all we possess and give the 
money to the poor - but like the rich young ruler that Jesus met, some of us 
do.

We all have different idols threatening to take number one spot in our lives, 
and some of us will have to  give up different things to others if we’re to trust 
God for the new life He offers us.

All of us will be called to leave some things behind.  All of us will be called to 
give up the self-governing, self-dependent lives we were living apart from 
God; to let go the tight grip of our lives and throw our arms up looking for 
Jesus’ rescue.

All of us are called to give up the sin that used to  rule us, and have the Lord 
Jesus Christ rule us instead; to stop puffing out our chests to look as strong 
as possible before others in this world and to instead have people notice us 
because of how low and humbly we bow before our King Jesus.

Today, Katie is being baptised.  Baptism is the visible sign that God has given 
His people in Christ to show death to the old life and rising to the new.  The 
old Katie, with all the things that she built a life around before God called her, 
is gone.  She left it behind the day she took God at His Word and started a 
new life following Jesus Christ as her Lord and Saviour, King and Rescuer.

How does Katie know that this new life is better than what she’s leaving 
behind?  Like Abram, she’s taking God at His Word.  Like everyone else who 
does that, she’s discovering that as we journey on trusting Him, He reveals 
His promises and blessings to be good.

Everyone who repents - who turns from an old life and the running away from 
God that it involved - and who trusts in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour has 
the promise of new life here and now - and the promise of something else 
that is completely unseen and intangible to us now - eternal life in the New 
Heavens and New Earth.  We can’t picture it.  But Katie’s trusting that it’s 
coming, because God said so.
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Question:
In what ways have you discovered that your new life in Christ really has been 
better than your old life before trusting Him?

OR

What would you have to leave behind to start a life of following Jesus?  Do 
you think that doing that would be better than the life you have now?

In some ways, the Bible is really two books.  The first one is Genesis 1-11.  It 
stirs with great themes of creation from nothing, the birth of life and the 
beginning of human beings, the fall of humankind into sin, the decay of life as 
sin takes hold, the decreation of the world in the destructive flood, the 
recreation of the world to begin again, the expansion of humanity across the 
face of the Earth.  It’s full of the cosmic scope of life and death, sin and grace.

At every point that sin and failure emerge in the story, God acts in grace in a 
sign of hope that God will not give up on human beings and the creation He 
has made.  Adam and Eve are clothed and protected, Cain walks with God’s 
protection too, life is destroyed but God saves Noah and his family.

Genesis 1-11 narrated the problem with human life, and it ended with the 
tower of Babel story, which we looked at together before the summer.  It’s the 
story of human beings again declining into  sin, arrogance, turning their backs 
on God, building life and identity apart from Him.  It all ended with that project 
coming crashing down, with human beings scattered and confused and adrift.

Where’s the little glimmer of gracious hope?  It’s here, at the start of the 
second book of the Bible.  Genesis 12 through to Revelation 22 tells the story 
of the Mission of God.  His saving plan to rescue, redeem and restore the 
fallen civilization of humankind and the creation it has broken.  And the 
project starts in the unlikeliest of places - an elderly couple wandering the 
land, who cannot have children.

What God announces to Abram in vv.2-3 is blessing.  The words ‘bless’ or 
‘blessing’ are there five times.  Genesis as a whole, the book that begins 
God’s Word to the world, speaks these words 88 times.  God announces His 
plan, here at the beginning of it, to work in His treasured, torn creation and 
His broken, beloved humankind, to bless it.  The start of God’s revealed plan 
for this world announces to us all - ‘I love this world, and I want to bless it.’
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The start of God’s saving plan is to call an old man and his wife to take God 
at His word and be blessed by Him.  This family will know the Lord as God, 
and their lives will now forever be saved, led, shaped and defined by Him.  
They are chosen by God to receive His grace.

But Abram was not just to be the recipient of God’s blessing.  He was to be a 
blessing to others, too.  In v.2-3, God tells Abram:
‘I will bless you.’
‘You will be a blessing.’
‘And all the peoples of the earth will be blessed through you.’

The first of those promises is what we most often associate with God calling 
us and saving us.  ‘God has rescued me, blessed me, saved me.  I wasn’t 
okay before, but I am now, thanks to God.’

But what about the other two?  To know and be blessed by the God in this 
Bible, goes hand in hand with actively being a blessing to  others around us 
(which is the second of these promises).  And it involves finding ourselves in 
an almost passive role of being channels for God to bless all sorts of people 
all over the world (which is the third of these promises).

Abram is not just to be a recipient of God’s blessing and grace.  He is to be a 
dispenser of God’s blessing and grace - to all he comes into  contact with.  
Right from the beginning of the God revealing His restoring and blessing 
mission in Genesis 12, we see that it was never just for one man, or one 
chosen people to sit back and feel glad that God loved them.  He wants to 
bless and restore all peoples, all nations.

Question - Count your blessings... How are you blessing others in this world?  
How have you noticed God blessing others through your presence with 
them?

Here in Genesis 12:1-3, God announces His mission plan for the world.  He 
will call people to leave behind an old life and belong to Him.  He will reveal to 
these people who He is and what He’s like.  He will save and bless these 
people and treasure them as His own.  And it is through these people that 
others in this world will discover who God is and experience blessing.

As God reveals Himself more and His mission more throughout the Bible, we 
see that theme played out again and again.  Abram’s family grows and 
eventually becomes the great nation God promised, Israel.
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God calls this people to leave an enslaved old life in Egypt and belong to 
Him.  He reveals to this nation who He is and what He’s like, in the Law that 
He gives them.  Time and again, He saves and delivers this people and 
treasures them as His own.  And it is through this nation’s presence and 
worship and activity in the world that God intended the rest of His world to 
discover who He is and to know God’s blessing.

In the end, Israel did not carry out God’s mission in the world and draw all 
nations to worship the God they knew.  They kept turning their backs on God 
and going their own way.

But then God Himself came.  Jesus Christ called fishermen to  leave their nets 
and follow Him.  He called tax collectors, prostitutes and those who knew 
they were sinners to leave behind an old life and come and belong to  Him.  
He revealed to broken people who would listen who He is and what He is like.

He saves and delivers in the most cosmic, powerful, important, history 
changing way there is - through His atoning death, every sin, rebellion and 
wrong turn we have made since Genesis 3 could be forgiven, and the gift to 
be restored to a relationship with a Creator God who wants to bless and 
renew us is ours to take.

The people who put their trust in Jesus Christ, leaving behind the old life and 
baptised into the new as Katie will be today, belong to God and are treasured 
as His own, for this life, and forever.  Death is defeated, eternal punishment 
for rebellion against God is no more, and eternal life in a restored, repaired, 
perfect creation with God is ahead, for all who trust in this saving mission of 
God.

But it doesn’t stop there.  Faith in Jesus means being blessed, and being a 
blessing.  It is through this people, the Church, that God wants to carry on His 
mission of restoring blessing.  We are to be a blessing to  all those we meet.  
We are to become channels of blessing, so that people discover there are 
ways that God is blessing them just because they are around us.

If you have been blessed to come to know the God of the Bible through faith 
in Jesus Christ, then you have become part of God’s mission to this world.  
Christopher Wright says, ‘It’s not that God created a mission for His Church in 
the world.  He created a Church for His mission in the world.’

The Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20 calls God’s people to ‘make 
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the 
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Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.’

‘All nations.’  It’s the same mission that God announced thousands of years 
before to old Abram - ‘all people on Earth will be blessed through you.’  Only 
now, we know more about how.  It’s through hearing Jesus’ call to  leave 
behind the old life and take up the new with Him.  It’s through getting to know 
more and more about who He is and what He’s like.  It’s through trusting in 
Jesus’ death and resurrection for the forgiveness of our sin and the promise 
of life to  the full, now and forever, in Christ alone.  And it’s showing and telling 
all sorts of people all over the world that this blessing is for them, too.

Katie, as you are baptised today, this is what Jesus calls you to.  It’s what He 
calls us to together.  Trusting the God of the Bible that the unseen things He 
has prepared for you now and in eternity are better than the old life you’ve left 
behind.  Knowing God’s blessing, and being a blessing to others.

The Lord bless you, and the Lord bless others through you.  Amen.
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