
Put your money where your faith is
Mark 12:41-44 and various other passages

What do God and money have in common?
People try to chase after both, very often wanting to do it on their own terms.
It tends to be one or the other that rules a person’s life.
And one of them tends to be made a servant to the other.

We’ve been looking over the last few weeks at time, talents and money - the 
three things that we promise to ‘give a fitting proportion of for the church’s 
work in the world’ when we become members of the church.  Last week in our 
family service, we looked at what things God has made us good at, and how 
we might use them.

Two weeks ago, we looked at time, and what the Bible has to say about how 
we use it.  Whereas in that sermon, I had to tell you that God says 
surprisingly little about how we use time, today I have to tell you, that the 
Bible has loads to  say about how we use our money.  So much, in fact, that 
we’ll take the next two Sundays to just about scratch the surface of it.

As we survey some of the Bible’s teaching on money today and next week, it 
boils down to the same four things that we had to  say about time and talents: 
Don’t waste it.  Set some aside for God first.  Share it with others.  Worship 
God with all of it.

Today, we’ll look at setting some money for God aside first, and think about 
what giving as a Christian involves; but firstly we’ll think about worshipping 
God in the way that we use all of our money.

Jesus said this in Matthew 6:24, part of the sermon on the mount: ‘No-one 
can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 
will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God 
and Money.’

In this teaching, Jesus reflects the whole Bible’s view of money as being 
essentially a rival god to the true God.  People tend to treat money and 
possessions as an idol.  It was true in biblical times - that’s why there’s just so 
much teaching in the Bible about money.  And it’s surely true of our time and 
place.

How many people see making money or owning great possessions as the 
goal of life - whether consciously or unconsciously?  How many people in the 
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world bust a gut to give themselves ‘a better life’?  The story that films, songs, 
adverts, and peers all tell us is - get more money, get more stuff, and life will 
be good.

It’s the biggest lie in the world.  And it keeps eating at us.  Because when we 
do get more money, or more stuff, we still feel the hole in our lives, the 
missing thing.  And instead of looking elsewhere to a God who announces 
that He brings life to  the full, now and forever, in Christ alone - people think to 
themselves - ‘I must need more money.  Better stuff.  I’ll keep working for it.’

And so, usually without knowing it, probably most people at least in the 
Western world do not own money or possessions at all - actually, the money 
and possessions own them.  Most people are slaves to a god called Money.  
And sadly, it’s perhaps the biggest rival god that Christians fall into 
worshipping too.

Jesus said, ‘you can’t serve both God and money.’  So you’ve got a choice to 
make - which one will be your God?

There was once a rich ruler who came to Jesus asking Him how to inherit 
eternal life.  In Mark 10:17-31, Jesus dealt with him, basically by giving him a 
straight choice.  ‘Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in Heaven.  Then come, follow me.’

How did the rich man respond?  Mark tells us ‘At this the man’s face fell.  He 
went away sad, because he had great wealth.’  The rich man walked away, 
because Jesus saw him and knew him, Jesus challenged his idol of wealth, 
and the man didn’t choose God over his money.  He walked off with his 
pockets full, his life empty, and his eternal destiny still condemned.

Once we recognise that money is a rival master to God, we can start to think 
of it and use it differently.  Instead of following God only as far as it suits our 
real first love of making and keeping money; we can make and use money 
only as far as it suits our first real love of worshipping God.

Worshipping God with all of our money will mean putting it second to 
following Him.  It will mean not making or keeping money in any way that 
would exploit the poor, a message that pumps like a heartbeat throughout Old 
Testament and New.  Skimping on paying proper wages.  Investing in things 
that damage people’s lives.  Giving nothing to those in need.
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Making money that thrives on someone else losing out is a problem in God’s 
eyes.  That’s partly why gambling shouldn’t be part of a Christian’s life, apart 
from how easily gambling turns people into addicted slaves to another idol.

There’s more to think about next week about a worshipful way to use all of 
our money, because not wasting it, and sharing it with others, are at the heart 
of the matter.  But let’s look at the other part of the picture today.

A big part of having a healthy relationship with money, and letting God rule 
you rather than your money ruling you, is to  set some money aside for God 
first.  How much money is a fitting proportion to give to God’s church for its 
work in the world?

The book of Malachi is the last book of the Old Testament, where God speaks 
through His prophet, Malachi, to  bring a case against His people, about 
various ways that they have wronged Him.  Here’s something for us to pay 
attention to today, from Malachi 3:6-12...

‘I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not 
destroyed.  Ever since the time of your ancestors you have turned away from 
my decrees and have not kept them.  Return to me, and I will return to you,’ 
says the Lord Almighty.
‘But you ask, “How are we to return?”
‘Will a mere mortal rob God?  Yet you rob me.
‘But you ask, “How are we robbing you?”

‘In tithes and offerings.  You are under a curse – your whole nation – because 
you are robbing me.  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may 
be food in my house.  Test me in this,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I will 
not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that 
there will not be room enough to store it.

‘I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields 
will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,’ says the Lord Almighty.  ‘Then all the 
nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,’ says the Lord 
Almighty.

What’s a ‘tithe’?

In the Old Testament, the tithe was the first and best tenth of a household’s 
produce, offered to  God and used for His church’s mission and maintenance.  
These were agricultural times and economies, so this tenth of produce was in 
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the form of crops.  It seems that God’s people had stopped giving the first and 
best tenth of their produce to Him - they were skimping, holding back, 
claiming that they couldn’t bring more because their crops weren’t good.

To that, God says, ‘You’re robbing me.  Give the whole tenth over, and see if I 
don’t meet all your needs with the rest of your crops.’

We don’t live in an agricultural economy.  Do we need to bring a tenth of our 
household’s money to God?  As far as I can tell from my reading of the New 
Testament, I think so.  When Jesus did discuss tithing in passing, He seemed 
to expect that it would happen (have a look at Matthew 23:23).  Jesus said 
He hadn’t come to overturn any of God’s law, but to fulfill it.

So we won’t face eternal death for the sin of robbing God of His tenth of the 
money He’s blessed us with if we trust in all that Jesus has done for us.  Mind 
you, I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to rob God.  I love Him.  And I 
don’t really want to be told at the end of this world that I had been robbing the 
One who gave everything to me.

Let’s read together 2 Corinthians 9:6-15...

Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each of you should give 
what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to bless you 
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 
abound in every good work.  As it is written:

‘They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;
    their righteousness endures for ever.’

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply 
and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness.  You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God.  This service that you perform is not only supplying the 
needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of 
thanks to God.

Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will 
praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel 
of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone 

4



else.  And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of 
the surpassing grace God has given you.  Thanks be to God for his 
indescribable gift!

That’s part of a letter that Paul writes to  one of the early churches in Corinth, 
a young church trying to work out what it means to follow Jesus together.  
Paul basically says here - giving really generously is good, because it meets 
the needs of God’s people, causes others to see that your faith means 
something when the rubber hits the road, and it shows real thanks to  the God 
who gave ‘an indescribable gift’ to us.

But he also says, ‘give whatever you can give willingly and cheerfully.’  So if 
you feel compelled to give a tenth just because I preached about tithing, don’t 
bother.  Just give whatever you’re willing to give.  If you feel delighted to set 
aside half of your money as a gift to God to bless His church, go ahead if you 
can afford that!  But I’ll keep speaking about a tenth, because that’s the rule 
of thumb we get given in God’s word.

I read an article in the Times a few months ago that league tabled various 
religions for the generosity of their giving.  Muslims came top, at a bit over 
£300 a year on average.  One or other Christian denomination came next, 
averaging about £280 a year.  I was embarrassed.

Frankly, for many of us, our monthly giving should look like that.  If you’ve got 
two and a half grand coming into  your account each month, think in terms of 
giving £250 a month.  If you’re on benefits and you’re getting more like £400 
a month, then give £40.

Question: How, in practice, can you give the first and best of your money to 
God?

A tithe is not ‘whatever’s left in the bank after I’ve paid for everything else that 
month.’  Because, if there’s anything there at all, it’s the last and least of what 
we’ve got to offer.  The tithe was the first and best tenth given over to God.  
It’s the deliberate giving over of ten percent of your produce, as it comes in.  
These days, that might mean setting up a standing order or direct debit to 
come out on pay day, or the first of a month.

I’m going to go out on a limb here and say that every one of us can live on 
9/10 of the income we receive.  It’s very easy for all of us to say, ‘Ah yes, 
except for me.  You see, I really need all of what’s coming in.’  Well, whether 
you are rich or poor, that’s not really true.  The God who made us and knows 
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what we need says, ‘You can have 9/10 of what I’ve given you to survive and 
thrive.  Give me 1/10 for the building of my Kingdom in the world.’

This is a faith decision.  Do I believe God when He says that I can live on 
9/10 of what I get?  Or do I believe that I need to hoard all the money and 
possessions I get?  There’s a stark warning about the second option coming 
next week.

Truly, it is a faith decision.  I remember early in working life, having to  make 
that decision about giving, and something pulling inside me to hold back and 
hold on.  It was a feeling that I could give maybe £50 a month, but a full tenth 
of what Heather and I were jointly earning?  I mean, we had a new mortgage, 
bills to pay, etc. etc.

My experience has been that since then, God has always met our needs, but 
He doesn’t promise to meet our greeds.  That’s a healthy, God-dependent 
way of living.  Often enough, He has met our needs in surprising and sudden 
ways just when it looked like we couldn’t make ends meet.

This is one of those times when I’m really aware that what I preach affects 
people’s lives in calling you to a risk-taking, faith-filled way of life.  But I 
preach it, because the gospel is true and God is trustworthy.  You can live on 
9/10 just fine.  God’s Kingdom building purposes in the world will be well 
blessed with the other tenth.

That doesn’t necessarily mean giving a tenth of your income to St. Columba 
church, although it’s going to be really helpful if you do!  You can be 
thoughtful and deliberate about sharing your giving round between your 
church and other ministries.

We give about a third of our giving to St. Columba, a third to local and 
national mission organisations, and a third to missions across the world.  I 
suppose that’s our giving portfolio!  I think in the near future, we’re likely to 
change that a little, because our church has significant financial needs and 
opportunities in the months and years ahead, which we’ll tell you about in the 
coming weeks - so we’re likely to up our giving to  this church, and cut back 
somewhere else.

Question - If you only had £1 left in the world, what would you do with it?

If the Bible’s analysis of how human beings work is anything to go by, the 
richer amongst us are going to find giving more taxing, as it were, than the 
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poorer of us.  Turn with me to  that passage we read earlier on, Mark 
12:41-44.

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched 
the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury.  Many rich people 
threw in large amounts.  But a poor widow came and put in two very small 
copper coins, worth only a few pence.

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has 
put more into the treasury than all the others.  They all gave out of their 
wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything – all she had to live on.’

This short passage describes Jesus deliberately... watching.  He sat Himself 
down, and the Greek word for what He did was not ‘happening to  notice,’ but 
deliberately watching, discerning, what different people were giving to God in 
the temple treasury.

We’re told that He saw plenty of rich people throwing in lots of money, none 
of them apparently worthy of comment.  But then someone else came and 
gave in a way that made Jesus sit up and take notice.  In fact, He called His 
disciples from all the places they were scattered about in the temple to  point 
this woman out.

A poor widow throws two tiny copper coins in.  It looks worthless.  But Jesus 
sees her.  He knows what she has given.  These coins were worth about 1/64 
of a day labourer’s wages.  But it was all she had to live on.  That’s like you 
walking up to  the offering plate with your last pound in the world, opening 
your hand to let it fall in, and opening your heart to  God in total, complete 
sacrificial thanks to Him and love for Him.

Jesus saw.  He knew what she had given, and He declared that she had 
given more than all of the others - all the rich, all the comfortable and affluent.  
A millionaire can give £10,000 without thinking about it, and God’s not won 
over by the amount.  A widow with two pennies to  her name can empty her 
pockets and her praise to the God she loves, and God will be touched.

Jesus sees and knows each one of us, too.  He knows how much money 
you’ve got, better than even you do.  He’s not going to drag it from your 
pockets - God invites willing giving from a cheerful heart.  But, as the song we 
heard earlier puts it, ‘Not what you give but what you keep, is what the King is 
counting.’
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