
A peace mission
Luke 19:28-44

This week, President Obama has been on a peace mission.  He has been to 
the Middle East, visiting Jordan, and perhaps most notably, making his first 
trip as US President to Israel.  There, he addressed a group of Israeli 
students, calling for a two-state solution to Israel and Palestine’s deep-seated 
conflicts - for Palestine’s sake, and for Israel’s too.

The crowd that listened to President Obama cheered and applauded.  But 
when the crowds disperse, and life goes on day to  day, will any of them put 
into practice the ideas for peace of a man who has no  authority over them?  
President Obama’s work is no doubt noble and helpful, but he speaks of a 
peace that he can only encourage others to pursue and work for, and that he 
can’t deliver of his own accord.

Whilst we are sitting comfortably in freedom and security, people in Bangui 
are caught up in running battles on their streets.  Bangui is the capital of the 
Central African Republic, one of Africa’s poorest nations.  The fighting has 
broken out because rebel fighters, who had been promised certain conditions 
in a power-sharing agreement with the government, say they have seen the 
government break its commitment to the peace deal they formed.  Here’s a 
situation where those who do have authority can deliver peace, but they flake 
on their commitment to do so.

In Luke 19:28-44, we read of another peace mission.  This peace mission is 
much larger in significance - for the number of people it affects, for the spread 
of the generations and ages it affects, and for the eternal consequences of 
accepting or rejecting this mission.  Here, we read of the peace mission of 
Jesus Christ.

This is peace with security.  It is offered by someone with absolute authority, 
who can deliver the peace He speaks of, in a way that absolutely nobody else 
can.  And more than that, He commits to delivering that peace, with the fullest 
commitment possible - His own life.

This Palm Sunday morning, let’s hear the offer of peace that the King of 
Kings wants to  make to us.  The crowds who saw Jesus coming believed that 
that was who He was.  These Jerusalem crowds were Jewish people who 
were waiting and waiting for the Messiah to be revealed - The King of Kings 
who would come to  bring God’s rescue to them.  And there was something 
about the way that Jesus entered Jerusalem that day that made a statement - 
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that said, ‘I am that King.  I have arrived.’  And it’s all to  do with Jesus arriving 
on a colt.

Here’s what one of the Old Testament prophets, Zechariah, said about 
looking out for the coming King of Kings from God, in Zechariah 9:9-11, 
‘Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!  See 
your King comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on 
a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

‘I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from 
Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken.  He will proclaim peace to the 
nations.  His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends 
of the earth.  As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will 
free your prisoners from the waterless pit.’

Go forward several hundred years to Luke 19, and in vv.28-36, we read of 
how Jesus arranges to ride into Jerusalem on a colt, and of how the people of 
Jerusalem, who had heard so much of the hope and excitement Jesus had 
been bringing, began to acknowledge Him as King as He arrived, laying their 
cloaks down before Him.

These same crowds changed their tune within five days, calling for His 
execution, when they realised that He was not a warrior King coming to 
overthrow the Romans - He came with gentleness, He came in humility, He 
came to  die.  That was no Messiah, as far as the Jews were concerned.  
They were looking for a Messiah on a military mission.

But Jesus was a Messiah on a peace mission.  Zechariah 9 declared that the 
Messiah would proclaim peace.  And just look at how Luke narrates Jesus’ 
intentions.  v.35, Jesus comes not on a grand stallion of war, but a humble 
colt.  v.38, Jesus’ disciples announce with His coming, ‘Peace in Heaven, and 
glory in the highest!’  And most clearly of all, Jesus’ motive and intent for 
Jerusalem in v.42 - ‘If you, even you, had only known on this day what would 
bring you peace...’

In what follows this morning, we are going to  look at three important 
messages that Luke has to  offer us in his narration of Jesus’ triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem; all to  do with our responsibility as we respond to  Jesus’ peace 
mission.  We will first of all look at our responsibility in responding with 
acceptance.  Then, we will look at our responsibility in responding with 
rejection.  And finally, we will look at the responsibility to respond one way or 
the other.
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First of all, then, the responsibility of responding to Jesus’ peace mission with 
acceptance.  We see this in Jesus’ disciples, who respond to Jesus by 
proclaiming who He is.  The account of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
appears in all four gospels, and in all four gospels, we hear crowds crying 
out, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord’.

But whilst in Matthew, Mark and John, we are told about the crowds in 
general calling this out, here in Luke, it is specifically Jesus’ disciples who 
declare that Jesus is the coming King, and that with His coming is peace in 
Heaven and glory in the highest.

Have a look at vv.36-39.  In v.36, we are told that people in general were 
laying their cloaks on the road for Jesus.  But in distinction, in v.37 we are told 
that the whole crowd of disciples, those who had seen Jesus performing 
miracles and had journeyed along with Him, were the ones who were 
declaring His praise as they entered Jerusalem with Him.

As the other gospels make clear, the crowds were joining in with the praise of 
Jesus in this event.  But Luke is telling us that the disciples traveling with 
Jesus were the ones who started it.  They were stirring up people around 
them to praise Jesus as He entered Jerusalem; just as less than a week later, 
the religious authorities would stir up the crowds to have Jesus crucified.  
Jesus’ disciples were making a noise, and raising expectations amongst 
those around them about who Jesus was.

And in v.39, Luke tells us that the Pharisees in the crowd at large didn’t like it.  
They didn’t want to see the crowds stirred up to  believe that Jesus could be 
the promised Messiah King who was to come.  So they came directly to 
Jesus to insist He silence His disciples and their dangerous claims.  And this 
was Jesus’ surprising reply in v.40: ‘I tell you, if they keep quiet, the stones 
will cry out’.

At this critical moment in world history, where God’s own Son publicly comes 
into Jerusalem on a peace mission, Jesus will not be without witnesses to 
testify to Him.  If no  human being should be found to cry out that He is the 
King at this time of all times, then that would be an intolerable injustice before 
God.  That’s where the stones come in.

Throughout the Old Testament, the land itself, created by God, is 
characterised as responding to injustices before God.  In Genesis 4:10-11, we 
read of God saying to Cain, ‘What have you done?  Listen!  Your brother’s 

3



blood cries out to  me from the ground.  Now you are under a curse and 
driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s 
blood from your hand.’  The ground cried out as a witness to the injustice 
done upon it.

In Leviticus 18:24-25, after God has listed a variety of unlawful sexual 
relations for Moses to report to Israel, God calls Moses to say this to  Israel: 
‘Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, because this is how the 
nations that I am going to  drive out before you became defiled.  Even the land 
was defiled; so I punished it for its sin, and the land vomited out its 
inhabitants.’  And then, in v.28, ‘And if you defile the land, it will vomit you out 
as it vomited out the nations that were before you.’

Uncomfortable, unpleasant, and violent language, isn’t it?  But the idea is that 
the land itself cannot tolerate, cannot digest, the injustice that is done upon it.  
We see the same idea from the prophets as they preach in the midst of the 
injustices of Israel; as in Jeremiah 3, and Ezekiel 36.

We see this Old Testament theme revived in Luke 19.  If no person could be 
found to declare the praise of Jesus Christ as He enters Jerusalem as the 
King, that would be an injustice that the land itself could not tolerate.  The 
stones themselves would cry out if that was what it took.  But they did not 
need to, because Jesus’ praise was being declared all around, led by His 
disciples, who would not be silenced.

Now many of us here this morning are disciples of the King Jesus Christ.  We 
are people who have heard of His peace mission to us, and we have 
responded.  Our response has been to accept the peace He offers, peace 
between ourselves and God, because of the price He has paid.  That 
response, the response of accepting Jesus’ peace mission to us, carries a 
responsibility.

We are called to join in with proclaiming Jesus and His mission.  Everything 
that we have come to  learn and delight in about who He is and what He has 
done for us, we are to proclaim to those who are around us.  Jesus’ disciples 
make a noise, and raise the expectations of those around them about who He 
is.

Are you making a noise?  Are we, as a ‘whole crowd of His disciples’, here in 
St. Columba, making a noise?  Is it infectious, is it causing those around us to 
find themselves begin to move their lips to praise Jesus too?  Crowds make 
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bigger noises than individuals.  How can our little crowd, or crowds, gather in 
the bigger crowds of Inverness, and make a noise together?

Question - Where can we make a noise together so that people will hear us?

~

Next, we see the responsibility of responding to Jesus’ peace mission with 
rejection.  We see this unfolding in vv.41-44, where Jesus speaks at some 
length, with emotion, with pain, and with longing, for the city He came for, the 
city He loved, the city who rejected Him.  Even as Jesus was riding on into 
Jerusalem, to the shouts of crowds who had joined in with His disciples in 
praising Him as King, He approached not with a grand pride or an exultant joy 
- but with tears in His eyes.  v.41 tells us that Jesus wept over this city that He 
was entering, and vv.42-44 tell us why.

v.42, Jesus had come to bring them peace.  Not to overthrow a Roman 
government, and not to bring military revolution, but to bring peace between 
sinful people, and the God whom they had abandoned.  And you can see that 
for Jesus, it’s not that He is coming to die for people so that they can take it or 
leave it, and it’s no skin off His nose.

It’s skin off His flogged back, nails through His hands and feet, and life slowly 
sapped away, all for people for whom Jesus longs that they would trust in all 
this, and have peace with God, now and forever.  That the people He offers 
this to will reject Him, and His peace, and His sacrifice; that He knows that 
this is what they will do, leads Jesus to tears.

If you have so far rejected the gospel of Jesus Christ, then you should know 
that God is not indifferent to that.  Our Father God cries over the children who 
walked away from Him.  Have you ever considered that it matters to  God that 
you would know Him; that it matters to God that you would have peace with 
Him in this life, here and now, today, and unending peace in a relationship 
with Him that stretches beyond time?

God doesn’t need you - but doesn’t that make it all the more incredible that 
God really does want you?  Well, you might say, why should it matter whether 
I accept Jesus’ mission to me or not?  If only Jerusalem had asked Jesus 
that.  If only they had taken His answer seriously.  If only they had seen that 
they did need Jesus, and the peace He offered them.
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In vv.43-44, Jesus describes the total destruction coming Jerusalem’s way.  
He describes a siege, followed by a merciless attack that will see men, 
women and children violently massacred, and every stone in Jerusalem 
overturned.  And this prediction was fulfilled in AD 70, when Titus of Rome 
attacked the city and did all of this.  Even the enormous temple was razed to 
the ground.

The devastation was immense; the violent end, horrific.  And the way Jesus 
finishes His prediction of these events is significant - especially for those who 
reject Him.  Jesus says in v.44 that these things would happen to Jerusalem, 
‘because you did not recognise the time of God’s coming to you.’

The destruction that fell upon Jerusalem happened because it rejected 
Jesus’ peace mission.  There is a reminder here that our sovereign God acts 
in the outworking of human history.  Various political and social matters led to 
the siege and destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, but behind all of that was 
God’s judgement upon the city.  God Himself said so, in Christ, and He said 
so ahead of time, that we might pay attention to His warning.

The truth is, God judges sin.  God judges people for persisting in living life 
with their backs turned to Him.  That is the responsibility that we must own if 
we reject Jesus’ peace mission to us.  Left to  ourselves, we live in rebellion 
against God, and under the ownership of a real power called Sin.  Left to 
ourselves, we are enemies of God, and cannot live with Him or for Him.

But God didn’t want to leave you to yourself.  He came to offer you peace, 
and reconciliation with Him, through faith in Jesus Christ.  It’s a real peace, 
that Jesus can deliver as the King; and that He is committed to dying for to 
deliver.  If you will reject that, you will face the punishment due to  those who 
live as enemies of the God who made them, punishment for all the sin and 
wrongdoing that has separated you from Him.  That punishment is drastic, it’s 
awful, and it’s eternal.

But before you get too offended by such a God, look again at v.41.  Jesus 
cries.  He cries because it matters to Him that you will hear His offer of peace; 
that you will see the lengths and depths He went to in pain, suffering and 
violent death to  bring you this offer, and that you will know and trust that 
Christ died for you, and rose again that you might have eternal life with Him.

Reject Jesus’ peace mission if you will.  But you will have to own the 
responsibility of the judgement that will come to you.  And don’t say that 
God’s heart didn’t break over you.
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Question - What does it say about Jesus’ character that He cried during His 
enthronement ceremony?
~

Finally, and briefly, a word about the responsibility to  respond to Jesus’ peace 
mission one way or the other.  In the accounts of the triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem, we meet crowds who get caught up in the atmosphere of lauding 
a famous man as the coming King, sent by God Himself.

In the accounts of Jesus’ trial and death, which we will be steeped in this 
coming Easter Week, we meet the same crowds getting caught up in the 
atmosphere of putting the same famous man to death.  How fickle we human 
beings can be.  But we can’t sit on the fence when it comes to Jesus’ peace 
mission.

Maybe you are sitting here today, thinking, ‘Well I haven’t accepted Jesus as 
Saviour of my life, but I haven’t rejected the idea either.  I just haven’t 
decided.’  Neither had the crowd.  They got swept up with events overtaking 
them, and they found themselves picking sides depending on where power 
and popular opinion lay that day.  The trouble was, that meant picking 
different sides on Friday than they did on Sunday.  That’s not a decision.

And if you keep putting off accepting Jesus’ peace mission, once and for all, 
then you keep rejecting it.  If you only pay lip service to the gracious promise 
of peace offered through faith in Christ, or if you keep putting it off for another 
day, then you remain without peace.

Choose a side.  And remember, whilst you’re choosing, who Jesus Christ is.  
His disciples lead the crowds in singing of peace and glory in the highest.  
That’s the song that the angels sang at Jesus’ birth back in Luke 2.  Songs of 
peace in Heaven and glory in the highest to Jesus Christ are what we find in 
the book of Revelation, singing of the risen and victorious Christ.

Jesus Christ is King.  He is risen, alive, victorious.  He offers you peace with 
Him, now and forever.  Take it.  And take up the responsibility that comes with 
it.  Join in the song of praise to Him for who He is, and call others to sing it 
with us.

Silent Reflection -
What do you need peace from?  Who do you know that needs peace?  Do 
you know peace with God?
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