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Sermon Exodus 12:1-30 

John the Baptist was a wild and holy prophet whose whole mission in 

life was to prepare the way for the Lord Jesus.  

John’s task as far as his calling was concerned was to be the voice in the 

wilderness, crying out to people that the one who was going to save the 

Jewish people was just around the corner.  And when his big moment 

came to announce Christ onto the world stage, what did John say? 

Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29) 

The LAMB of God? John could have used any other name, but he chose 

to use ‘The Lamb of God.’ 

So as a little starter I have a question for you. 

Q. WHAT ARE SOME OF THE NAMES THAT PEOPLE USE FOR GOD 

THROUGHOUT THE BIBLE? 

Behold… 

 The Son of God 

 The Word of God 

 The Christ of God 

 The Great I AM ( Many others x4) 

But no!  for John, and as we shall see for us as well, the foundational 

identity of Jesus is this: The Lamb of God.  it’s all about A Lamb. 

Behold the Sacrifice! Behold God’s bloody victim! 

Yes, it may sound graphic and a bit stomach churning, but this is the 

most fundamental introduction to Jesus we have in the New Testament.  

And if we want to understand why it was important then and why it 

continues to be so important for everyone today, we need to 

understand the Passover and why the lamb is just so crucial. 
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*** 

We have been making our way through the Book of Exodus and we have 

learned many things but the main narrative we have been reading is;  

Moses keeps commanding Pharaoh to let the Hebrews go and he just 

won’t do it.  He comes close a few times as the plagues that God brings 

to Egypt get bigger and more destructive, but in the end Pharaoh’s heart 

remains hard and he refuses to let the people go. 

This morning I’d like to share with you a short video which I think 

summarises this much more clearly and powerfully than I can. 

VIDEO [2:50] 

And like the calm before the storm; we saw there Moses looking on 

through the plague of darkness.  But as always when there is darkness, 

the person of faith always has light.   

And we shall see in Exodus 12 (and indeed throughout all of what we 

have seen so far in Exodus) that with all of God’s judgement, there is 

always a way of salvation.  Like Noah and Lot, those who walk in God’s 

way will be saved from death and destruction. 

*** 

So, now we have reached the last plague, the plague of the firstborn 

where every first born in Egypt (both human and animal) will be killed as 

a sign of Yahweh’s ultimate power.   

Unless, they listen to God’s instructions, follow them carefully, by 

making a substitute for their own first born, in the form of a lamb.   

Please take a look at your Bible’s from vv.1-30. 

First of all, I’d like you to know something about this section of 

Scripture, namely its context.  When I say context, I mean how it 

relates to the verses before and after it.  There is something different 

about vv.1-30.  In fact, if you were to stop reading at the end of 
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chapter 11 and move straight on to 12:31, you probably wouldn’t even 

notice there was anything missing.  Why is that? 

One explanation might be that this section was added later on in the 

final edit of the Book of Exodus and managed to find itself away from 

the cutting room floor. 

My preferred explanation is that this passage is being marked out for 

its importance.  An importance not just for those original readers but 

the importance it has for us today as well.   

We will see that this section points to the future.  I mean, why else 

would a people who are preparing to up and leave so quickly then 

include instructions for a feast that is to be observed a number of days 

following the escape?  It’s just not practical is it?   

Clearly this passage contains in it some very important truths for us as 

Bible believing Christians because much of what we will read is 

prophetic. 

But before the drama of the departure from Egypt, this passage gives 

way to what seems like a liturgical interlude.  That’s just another way 

of saying that the focus has shifted to a ritual. 

However, the instructions set out for how the Hebrew people are to 

prepare and eat the first Passover meal is much more than ritualistic 

mumbo jumbo.  It is the institution of a powerful, everlasting 

observance whereby God’s love for his people will be remembered – 

indeed, re-enacted – until the end of time.   

Yahweh’s actions on behalf of his people are never meant to be 

anything less than acts that transcend time and space.   

We saw this beautifully last week when we celebrated the Lord’s 

Supper at our breakfast communion service.   
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We shared with you some of what a Passover meal looked like, you got 

to see some of the elements and you even got to hear me attempt to 

recite a couple of Hebrew blessings. 

But most importantly, we shared something that for us as Christians 

brings us closer to Jesus than arguably any other form of worship we 

do.  I left here last week, having seen children and adults come 

together as part of Christ’s communion, refilled and refuelled. 

And as we know, Communion and Passover are so closely linked, proof 

that there is more to the Exodus than simply delivering slaves from 

Egypt.  God’s field of vision is far as it is broad.   

But for now, remember, it’s all about The Lamb. 

*** 

From v.1 

Now the Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, “This 

month shall be the beginning of months for you; it is to be the first 

month of the year to you.” 

Immediately we understand from this verse that the calendar of the 

Jews is now to centre upon redemption.  Its going to be a new 

beginning for the children of Israel. 

The bible tells us that before we came to Christ, we were dead.  We 

were born spiritually separated from God and it wasn’t until Jesus 

came among us, died and rose again that we could be made alive 

again. 

In v.2 we see that what is going to happen to the Hebrew people is so 

important, so monumental, that God is going to mark their calendar by 

it.   
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The Hebrew calendar is a sophisticated and complicated thing that is 

based on lunar as well as solar time.  I am not going to even try to 

explain how it all works. 

But now their calendars are going to centre around redemption.  This is 

when it all begins for you, God says. 

From now on every glance at the calendar will remind them of the fact 

that this is when they were delivered from Egypt.   

Their way of marking time will forever be linked to that point in a new 

history when Yahweh lifted Israel up and out of slavery in the land of 

Egypt. 

But this ‘Time’ thing that’s going on isn’t just looking into the future, 

it’s also pointing back into Genesis too, and their roots as God’s 

favoured people, as God’s firstborn son, who had already suffered 

under the curse of death, only to keep finding favour in the eyes of 

Yahweh. 

This people had kept turning their backs on God and every time he 

responded with grace and hope and love. 

At the Exodus, God’s people are being “re-created”; they too, are 

starting over with a fresh slate. 

*** 

vv. 3-4-5 

3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month 

each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. 4 If 

any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with 

their nearest neighbour, having taken into account the number of 

people there are. You are to determine the amount of (the) lamb 

needed in accordance with what each person will eat.  
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This verse I at the heart of what it is to be Christian in my view.  Notice 

the first spiritual ceremony is a family gathering.  God is saying that you 

don’t do this on your own, you don’t do this individually.  I want this 

done with your family.  This is a family meal, it’s a family gathering, and 

I want your whole family to learn these principles together. 

I think its fair to say here that if the Hebrew families are strong, Israel 

would be strong.  And so, with that said, if our families are strong, then 

the Church can be strong again too.   

Many, many times I have the same old conversation about young people 

in the church.   

‘We just need to get them in the door’ or, ‘There just aren’t many young 

people round here.’ 

Unfortunately, the problem with both of these statements is not the lack 

of physical numbers on the ground but a lack of understanding and a 

lack of looking to the future.  

Exodus 12, if nothing else is looking towards the future and if the Church 

is to survive going into that future, uncertain as it is, then it is up to us, 

the followers of Christ who are here now, to start thinking about how 

we are going to reach those lost generations. 

People are looking for answers.  Granted they might be looking for those 

answers in less than traditional places, but they continue to search.  I 

searched for many years before I found the Lord, but since then my life 

has been infinitely fuller than I ever thought possible.   

Us changing isn’t just about the way we do church on a Sunday, or the 

way we organise as a national organisation.  It’s much bigger than that. 

Rightly so, Scott said to us a fortnight ago that When God moves to set 

the captives free, it’ll be the same as it’s always been throughout the 

Bible and throughout history - by His power and to His glory alone. 
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He said, It won’t be because of well-resourced programmes that 

churches run, or charismatic leaders, or good solid preaching, or high 

attendance at prayer meetings, or organising events round great 

speakers, or anything at all to do with people and their imagination, skill, 

wisdom or faithfulness.  It will just be God.  It’s all about the Lamb. 

But it is our responsibility to point people to the answers; to lead people 

to the truth, being obedient to God and the work He has done in Jesus 

name.   

But we need to meet them where they are, just like Jesus did and not 

just expect them to come to church on a Sunday. 

If you know of somebody that you think would benefit from it, do 

something different like invite them for a cuppa, take them for lunch, 

buy them some new clothes, just sit and watch the telly with them, 

anything you can think of that will make their life a little bit easier.   

You see some people, not far from here I’d say, get passed over for a 

different reason. They get overlooked because we don’t have enough 

time for the lonely old man, or we think because they can’t speak the 

same way we do that they’re a bit strange, or we wouldn’t know what 

to do with someone with a serious illness.  

In that seemingly small act you and they, will experience God’s grace in 

abundance and who knows just where that could lead. 

 

*** 

v.5-6 

5 The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and 

you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them 

until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the members of the 

community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 
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Now, I’d like to come to something that blew my mind when I found it 

when preparing this sermon.  You may have noticed that so far, 

throughout this sermon I have used the term, “Remember, it’s all about 

The Lamb.” 

Well that isn’t just coincidental because I have done this to highlight 

something you can read in vv.3-4-5.   

It’s a progression pointed out by the Skip Heitzig, a US preacher, and 

when you learn of these things it’s like gold.  I must say that this is 

clearest in the NASB but I have tried my best to illustrate it using the NIV. 

 

If you go back to verse 3, you will notice the term ‘a lamb’.   

If you go down to verse 4, you will see the term ‘the lamb’ 

If you go on to verse 5, you will see the term ‘your lamb’ 

You have a lamb, the lamb and your lamb and this is a spiritual 

progression.   

You see, I was raised in a fairly spiritual environment, I went to church 

and Sunday school and I’d heard enough stuff to know that Jesus Christ 

was a lamb.  I’d heard it many times. 

I wasn’t really taking that too seriously although I still knew that Jesus 

was supposed to be ‘a lamb’. 

But then the day came when God’s Spirit reached down and took hold 

of me and made realise that I actually needed ‘the lamb’. 

Jesus went from being ‘a lamb’ to ‘the lamb’, the answer I was looking 

for. 

 

Peter said it like this is Acts 4:12 
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Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.’ 

But that’s not the end of it.  The day comes when the lamb becomes 

‘your lamb’. 

You personally receive the Lord Jesus and you can just feel that He is 

there for YOU.  He knows YOU more personally than you know yourself, 

you can talk with Him, share everything with Him.  Its more real than 

anything else. 

 

Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 

me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 

loved me and gave himself for me. 

 

The Passover in Exodus 12 is the most significant indicator of what Jesus 

will achieve on the cross at Calvary.   

The insistence on a lamb would have put the Hebrew people in mind of 

the promise spoken by Abraham to his young son Isaac as they climbed 

the mountain of God from Genesis 22:8 

God Himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering 

 

Isaiah 53:7, speaking into the future, as only a true prophet could, he 

says: 

He was oppressed and afflicted, 

    yet he did not open his mouth; 

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 
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    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 

1 Corinthians 5:7 

Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch – 

as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 

 

Revelation 5:6 John says: 

Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the 

centre of the throne 

Revelation 13:8 says: 

Jesus Christ the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world. 

And where we started this morning with John the Baptist, he said: 

Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29) 

The lamb is where it begins and we see that right here in Exodus 12, the 

full foreshadowing of what Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection 

would do. 

Its all about the lamb and it always has been. 

 

Now I have a question for you while I get a drink and set up the next bit:  

Q. WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SPRINKLING THE 

BLOOD OF THE LAMB ON THE DOOR FRAMES? 

 

Ill give you a couple of minutes to chat about that or you can sit and 

reflect on what the blood signified for the children of Israel. 

[SET UP SHEET AND PAINT BRUSH] 
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v.7 

 Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and 

tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 

 

So here we have the door posts to my home.  And on them I am going 

to paint on the blood of the lamb I have just sacrificed.  The lamb who I 

had chosen for the offering but because I had to care for him for 4 

days, he had become like a pet to us.  Yahweh really knew how to 

make it tough.  

But I had to do it, I had to put my family under God’s protection right? 

Now  I have to go in there and not come out until morning.   

We’re only safe if we shelter under the blood of the lamb. 

*** 

The same is true today.  Christ is our lamb.  His death on the cross was 

the true Passover – the true plague of judgement that provides 

salvation for all who shelter under him. 

Our salvation is completely up to him and for our part, that takes great 

faith.  It took great faith for the Israelites to shelter beneath the blood 

of their sacrifice, they had been waiting over 400 years and it was going 

to come down to the blood of an animal.  

But it’s the same for us.   

That is what is so significant about the blood of the lamb; its not how 

graphic and gory it is; God is not trying to scare anyone into a faith. 

The faith that we have is knowing that everything is down to Him.  God 

didn’t inspect the inside of the house, did he?   

He wasn’t looking to see if what was going on inside was good enough.  

What had happened in the house up to this point hadn’t bothered him.   
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No, He looked for the blood on the outside.  Its not about the quality of 

your life God says, we all live very different lives and all of them have 

troubles.  

What saves you is the merit of His death.  It’s all about the Lamb. 

*** 

 

Once again I have taken my time in getting through the passage.  I 

could continue, verse by verse, but it’s not my intention to touch on 

everything here today.  Much of the passage is repetition and I think its 

important to say only that this repetition underscores just how much 

the rituals are linked to the departure itself. 

Last week at our breakfast communion service we went into some detail 

about the Passover meal that modern Jews would celebrate.  I showed 

you all the elements that would be on the Seder plate and explained a 

little bit about them in terms of what they each signified.  You learned 

the words that Jesus would have said as He blessed the bread and the 

wine.   

We spoke about the children of Israel being ready to leave with food in 

their bellies and walking sticks in their hands because this was it, they 

were going to have to be ready for what was about to happen to them.  

It was going to be amazing, after all they were about to leave Egypt 

forever, but it’s going to be tough! 

We also learned the importance of teaching our traditions to our 

children and we learned about how everything should culminate in the 

worship of the One, True and Living God! 

*** 

 

 



 13 

Conclusion 

Over the past couple of weeks, we have been immersing ourselves in 

this ceremony we call Passover and what it meant for the Israelites and 

for us today. 

We have focused on the importance of the ritual itself and of why we 

should teach these meanings to our children and beyond. 

We have seen how the Passover is always looking forward in time, as 

does the Lord’s Supper which Jesus began in the upper room. 

Most importantly though we have learned that the only way we can 

avoid the plague of death and actually be passed over is by taking shelter 

under the blood of a lamb. 

My heart moves to the words of our first song this morning: 

By His blood and in His Name, 

In His freedom I am free 

For the love of Jesus Christ 

Who has resurrected me! 

The church’s redemption from her slavery is a weekly one.  Every Sunday 

we remember the death and resurrection of Christ, our Passover lamb.   

Passover takes our eyes off our sins and off ourselves because our 

salvation is entirely outside of ourselves. 

But when remembering that sacrifice, we must do our very best to 

remain obedient to the God because of His faith in us, gave His firstborn 

Son as our Lamb. 

So today, with gratitude and joy: 

“Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 

Amen. 


