
Who do you say Jesus is?
Luke 9:18-27

Why are you in church today?  Some of us are here every week, some of us 
are here visiting.  We’re maybe here for Harry and Olly’s baptisms.  Or here 
because we come every week or once in a while out of habit or interest.  Or 
here because we love to come and worship God and hear from Him together.

Whatever your reason for being here, I want to share with you unashamedly 
that we want more for you than just to be part of a celebration today.  Those 
of us who are here following Jesus are not doing it as a Sunday hobby or 
because we’ve been brought up with it.  We’re here because we passionately 
believe that what we’ve discovered about Jesus has saved our lives, and that 
it can save yours too if you’ll discover it with us.

I pray that today is a turning point for you.  That it might be a really significant 
date in your life that you can look back on in years to come and say, ‘that was 
a day that really got me heading into life with Jesus.’  Of course, it’s up to you 
whether you want that for yourself or not.  But folks, that is my cards-on-the-
table prayer as I begin looking at this passage with you today.

Here in Luke 9:18-27, we read about a turning point - in Luke’s book, and in 
Peter’s life.  Right up until now, the question, ‘Who is Jesus?’ has been 
woven throughout Luke’s chapters.  We’ve heard it on the lips of simple 
fishermen and figures of power.  There’s a buzz in the neighbourhood about 
Jesus.

Here and now, Peter declares who he thinks Jesus is.  And from this point on, 
Luke starts to tell us all about what this truth that Peter hits on means for 
Peter… for us… and for the world.

We’ll get to Peter’s lightbulb moment.  But first, let’s notice this.  At the 
beginning of our passage, in v.18, we’re told that Jesus was praying.  It’s in 
the midst of Jesus praying that Peter comes to discover the life saving truth 
about Him.  It’s in the midst of our praying for people that some of them will 
do the same.  And I want to pause here and pray for each of us here, whether 
regulars or invited guests, that we’ll hit on the truth about Jesus and have our 
own turning point.

Prayer
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Now, in this passage, Jesus asks three questions - so I’m going to ask you to 
think about the same three questions.  Jesus’ first question is in v.18 - ‘Who 
do the crowds say I am?’  He asks His disciples (the people who are following 
and learning from Jesus), ‘do you know what the people around you think 
about who I am?’

What’s always struck me about this passage is that Jesus’ disciples know the 
answer to this one.  It’s in v.19.  ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say 
Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to 
life.’

All those people the crowds are talking about are prophets.  People that were 
recognised by history, if not by the society of their day, as those sent by God 
to do something a bit special for Him in this world.  And that’s what people are 
saying about Jesus.  He’s one of a number of great religious figures.

And the disciples know this, because they’re listening.  They’re listening to 
the popular perception about Jesus.  And they’re listening to what people are 
saying in conversation about Him.

How about you?  Whether you’re someone who follows Jesus or not, do you 
know what people around you are saying about Jesus?  What’s the media 
image?  What do your family think?  How about your best friend?  Your 
colleagues, your neighbours?  Do you know what they think about Jesus?  
Have you just assumed it?  Or has it never crossed your mind to wonder what 
they think about this?

Who do people say Jesus is?
1) What’s the popular perception of Jesus in society?
2) What do your friends and family think?  Have you asked them?

There’s no better starting point for opening up conversations that might save 
lives now and forever than asking the question Jesus asked: ‘Who do you say 
Jesus is?’  If you’re someone who is following Jesus, and you want the 
people you love to discover what you’ve discovered about Him, but you’ve no 
idea where to start… start here!  Just ask the question, ‘Who do you say 
Jesus is?’ and see where it goes.

I’ve found that some people have already thought it through, sometimes to 
my surprise, and have an answer that opens up into a conversation.  Others 
are so surprised by the question that they don’t know what to say, but you can 
see in their eyes that they’re going to think about it now.  Others want to shut 
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it down - they don’t want to talk about it.  For me, that’s a tragic barrier to 
them finding real life - but it’s their choice, and I know not to push it with them 
again.

And if you’re not someone who is following Jesus, one great way to find out 
whether the fuss we’re making about Him has anything to it; is to ask a 
variety of people what they think about who Jesus is - from those who have 
jumped in to life in Jesus with two feet, to those who aren’t going for it and 
can tell you why.

Whoever you are and whatever you think about life, God, and everything; I 
encourage you to get this question on your lips at home, at work, at the 
school gates, in the Living Room, in the gym, at the pub - ‘Who do you say 
Jesus is?’

So Jesus asks His disciples first of all, ‘Who do people say I am?’  But then, 
in v.20, He focuses it down.  He makes it personal.  He looks His disciples 
straight in the eyes, and says, ‘But what about you?  Who do you say I am?’

…

Did Peter give his answer straight away?  Or was there a silence between 
them all - for a few seconds, that felt like a few minutes?…  How long did the 
question sit there, with Jesus unflinchingly leaving it hanging until somebody 
formed an answer?  We don’t know that.  But we do know what Peter said.  
And it changed everything from then on, more than Peter even realised.

‘Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”’  What does that mean?  In Peter’s time 
and place, it would have been clear - because everyone was waiting for this 
‘Christ.’  The ‘Christ’ (in Greek) or ‘Messiah’ (in Hebrew) was the expected 
King and Rescuer sent by God that the Jewish people were waiting for.

This person was more than one in a line of prophets.  This ‘Christ’ would be 
unique - the one person that people could get behind; put their lives in the 
hands of to represent them and free them and bring them real, full life.  Lots 
of people had come and gone that looked like they might be this person.  And 
people had thrown their whole lives behind such pretenders, and been 
embarrassingly, life-ruiningly wrong about it.

So what Peter is doing here is very bold.  He says, ‘I’ve discovered enough 
about you, Jesus, to believe that you are the one, unique King and Rescuer 
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from God that I’m supposed to throw my whole trust, life and identity behind.  
I’m jumping in with two feet.  All in.  Saying it publicly.  No going back.’

My colleague Martin Fair, a keen hillwalker who likes nothing more than 
getting out into the Munros, talks about this kind of commitment to Jesus 
being like the Aonach Eagach Ridge at Glencoe.  Once you’ve started out on 
this ridge, you can’t go back.   You’re committed to going forward on that path 
and no other.  And that’s what Peter is doing in this public declaration.

It’s what Johnny and Kerry both did last Sunday.  They said out loud before 
everyone who was there to listen, ‘Jesus is Lord and Saviour.  King and 
Rescuer.  Instead of us being in charge of our own lives, we believe it’s 
infinitely better to have Jesus as King of our lives.  We believe we need a 
rescue from Jesus, and we’ve got a rescue from Him.’

My prayer for every one of us here is that each of us would have such a 
moment.  That you will have a turning point of ‘I don’t understand everything 
about Jesus but I’ve discovered enough to jump in with two feet to following 
Him, and I’m never going back.’

I know some of you very well, and some of you little more than to say hello to.  
But my heart is bursting with the desire for you to know Jesus as I do, as we 
do here.  To know life as we who follow Jesus do.  In its fullness.  Now and 
forever.  When this service ends, if any of you tell me, ‘That was a lovely 
service, thank you,’ my heart will sink.

But if any of you go from here wanting to know more about why Jesus 
matters so much, and how He’s changing our lives, we will be thrilled.  We 
want you to discover what Peter discovered, what we are discovering - that 
life in Jesus is infinitely better than life apart from Him.

But here’s the thing - we are where we are today.  So let’s answer Jesus’ 
question.  Because this question was not just for the group of people walking 
with Jesus that day.  It’s for you.  Jesus is meeting your eye, interrupting your 
life with its stresses, joys, struggles, appointments, work and play; to ask you 
this today - ‘Who do you say I am?’

Who do you say Jesus is?

Now of course, many of us will say, ‘I don’t know, really.  I haven’t thought 
about it much,’ or, ‘I’ve got lots of questions or reasons I’m pretty sceptical.’  
We would love to talk to you about it!  If there are people here in our church 
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you know, why don’t you organise some time together to get some coffee, or 
play some golf, and talk about it?

And one great way to get some time and space to explore the question ‘Who 
is Jesus?’ is our Alpha course, starting next week.  I know… as I say it out 
loud, it sounds a bit like ‘Here’s a course you can do to get you from A to B 
and make you more like us.’  But that’s really not the point.  It’s time and 
space set aside, with others who want to ask the question ‘Who is Jesus?’, 
over food, and it’s great fun.  Will is going to tell you more later.

Let’s have a look at what Jesus said in vv.21-27 following that turning point 
declaration in Peter’s life.  In v.21, Jesus tells His disciples not to tell anyone 
the truth that Peter’s just uncovered.  Why are we shouting it from the 
rooftops now, then?

The explanation is in v.22.  Peter, and anyone else there who is thinking that 
Jesus might be ‘the Christ,’ is expecting someone sent by God to make 
everything better and happier and more glorious.  But Jesus says no.  This is 
His path: suffering before glory.

He will be rejected by the world and its authorities.  He’ll be killed.  And then 
(here’s quite a claim…), He’ll be raised to life.  Jesus doesn’t want His identity 
as King blaring out to everyone until people understand what kind of King He 
is.  He walks a path of suffering and death before rising to glorious, all-made-
well-forever life.

We’re shouting it from the rooftops now because Jesus has done it - He has 
lived the perfect life that we never could.  He’s made the great swap of 
saying, ‘Father God, look at my perfect life and count that innocence as 
belonging to those who have gone all in with me as their King; and look at 
their sin, shame, guilt and brokenness and count it as mine, and I’ll die for it 
and destroy it in my body on the cross.’

And He’s risen to life, destroying death’s hold for those He represents as 
King.  We’re living in an age where we just need to make that good news 
known, as widely and loudly as possible!

But this was Jesus’ path - suffering before glory.  And Jesus says to us, 
‘Follow me.  Walk this path with me.’  In vv.23-26 we’ve got the advert for you 
about what following Jesus is like.  We might as well pitch it to you straight, 
as Jesus does here.  ‘Say no to yourself, get written off by the world around 
you, and follow Jesus.’  Sounds good, right?
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Let’s read v.23 again - ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and follow me.’  All of this is about a complete re-
orientation of your life.  Walking in a different direction, taking a different path.

You’ve got to ‘deny yourself.’  To ‘say no’ to yourself.  To swap your agenda 
and priorities for Jesus’.  To ditch your inclinations for making yourself happy 
and fulfilled, and join in building Jesus’ Kingdom instead of your own little 
one.

This is about a coup for power in your own heart.  Toppling the ruling king or 
queen of your life - yourself - and making Jesus King instead.  Or replacing 
another god you’ve been ruled by - like family, work, sex, football, money, 
power - and making Jesus genuinely the Lord of your life.

You’ve got to ‘take up your cross daily.’  What does that mean?  Well, people 
who were ‘taking up crosses’ back then were those condemned as criminals.  
They were carrying their crosses to their own executions.  They were written 
off and rejected by the world, they were mocked and abused as they walked.  
This, of course, was what was coming for Jesus.

And Jesus says to those who would follow Him, ‘Be prepared for this 
experience daily.’  Not, ‘give your heart to Jesus one day and sit back until 
you die with a ticket to Heaven.’  Not, ‘say you go to church and be prepared 
to be mocked for your Sunday hobby.’  But, ‘daily, be out in the world, not 
hidden away from it, and be prepared to be written off and rejected for 
identifying with Jesus.’

Now I think most people are too comfortable and too chicken to follow Jesus, 
faced with this reality.  Especially guys, for all their machismo.  And it’s 
strange, really.  Here we are in the suburbs, with very little crosses to carry: 
‘People might laugh at me…’  ‘I’m a bit worried about what my mates or my 
family will think…’

Okay, I’m in danger of belittling real feelings and concerns.  But Jesus was 
talking to people here who would actually pick up physical crosses and carry 
them to their own deaths because they made Jesus King.  And still today, in 
North Korea, Eritrea, Iraq and many other nations, Jesus’ followers are dying 
because they are boldly saying, ‘Jesus is King and Rescuer.’  And we’re a bit 
worried about our mates laughing at us?  I dare you to follow Jesus.
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‘Follow me,’ that’s what Jesus says.  Where He leads, we go.  That will be a 
different path to the one we were carving out for ourselves in life.  Jesus is 
going to call you to live in some ways that you’re not used to.  Forgiving 
completely and unconditionally.  Loving with a greater sacrifice than you 
thought possible.  Welcoming and being with people that you never would 
have dreamed of mixing with before.

We’ll not get sidetracked by bright lights, shiny stuff and everyday pleasures.  
We’ll not get dragged away by whatever is loudest, most popular, easiest or 
most culturally acceptable.  We’ll keep our eyes, hearts and attention fixed on 
Jesus, asking Him every day, ‘Where next?’

So that’s what Jesus has to offer anyone who’s going to be His disciple.  And 
if we’re going to disciple others, that’s the reality we need to be honest about 
with them, too.  Two weeks ago, when Ethan Boag was baptised, we talked 
about why that was happening.  It’s because his parents, Mark and Annie, are 
disciples of Jesus, and they are going to disciple their son as one who 
belongs to God’s family following Jesus unless and until one day, Ethan 
decides to go his own path.

It’s the same for Harry and Olly today.  We’re baptising them in the name of 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, because their parents, Johnny and 
Kerry, are disciples of Jesus, and they’re going to disciple their boys to follow 
Jesus too.  So Johnny and Kerry… Mark and Annie… all of us who are 
discipling our children to follow Jesus as they grow - let’s be aware and let’s 
also be honest about the life we’re encouraging our children into.  ‘Say no to 
yourself, get written off by the world around you, and follow Jesus.’

Who wants that for their children?  Who wants it for themselves?  Well, I want 
it for myself and for my kids.  Because although Jesus is honest in spelling 
out the cost, He’s also clear in spelling out the stakes in vv.24-26.  ‘For 
whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will 
save it.’

If you want to cling on to your ambition of 2.4 kids, nice home in the suburbs, 
good clothes, great gadgets, super toys for the kids, promotions, holidays to 
make it all worthwhile, and the hope of the bottle of wine at the weekend 
being the thing you look forward to most in your life, you keep it.  If that’s what 
you want for your kids, you raise them to believe that’s the most there is in 
life.  But realise that it comes at a cost.  You’re missing out on real life.
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You’re missing out on life to the full here and now, which can only come as 
you let go of being your own king, and jump in with two feet to make Jesus 
King.  And you’re missing out on eternal life.  Eternal life, people!  An 
unending reality of becoming everything you were ever created to be, in the 
very presence of the God who loved you enough to die like a criminal to have 
you safe with Him.

If you let go of that typical, rat race, everyday life; and you leap into that 
turning point - believing and saying out loud, ‘Jesus is King and Rescuer’ - 
then you may lose a lot.  Maybe respect.  Maybe friends.  Maybe career 
prospects.  Maybe material stuff.  But you’ll gain something much greater.  
Real life.  Life to the full, now and forever, in Jesus alone.

If it’s true, it’s a logical no-brainer, right?  Jesus asks His third question - it’s 
rhetorical of course, but you still need to account for what you’re actually 
doing with it - ‘What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet 
lose or forfeit their very self?’  What’s the point?  What are you living for?  
What would you die for?

This isn’t a game.  This is life and death stuff we’re talking about here.  Jesus 
spells it out in v.26.  There is a day that Jesus will return to close history.  And 
it’s simple - if you were ashamed of Him and wanted to stay away from Him, 
He’ll give you what you chose - life without Him.  Forever.  Good luck with 
that.

But if you’ll hear what He’s saying: ‘Come and follow me,’ and you’ll go for it - 
He will not be ashamed to welcome you home, now and forever.  He’ll be 
proud and delighted to have you with Him - forgiven, made new, rescued, part 
of God’s family.  Forever.

In v.27, Jesus says that some standing with Him on that day will not taste 
death before seeing the ‘Kingdom of God.’  What does He mean?  You’ll have 
to come back next week, when we look at the next passage to find out!  Do 
come back.  Because there’s always more to discover about Jesus together, 
whether you’ve been with us for years, or you’re here for the first time today.

So who do you say Jesus is?  Because Jesus says it matters what your 
answer to that is.  It matters today, and it matters forever.  We’d love it if we 
could keep talking together with you about it.  Because there’s nothing more 
important to discover.
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