
Let’s go!
Luke 9:1-9

What’s the point of our church?

I wonder how many of you talked about this in terms of our church vision: 
‘Our vision is for people to discover that life in Jesus is infinitely better than 
life apart from Him.’  Well, even if you did, how does a church do that?  How 
does our church do that?

Many of us have come to know that our lives are set free, made safe, 
rescued and opened up to fullness now and forever, because we know and 
follow Jesus.  Some of us are in the process of discovering these things, 
searching out the truth of them, weighing up the big claims Jesus makes.

So is that what a church is?  A group of people who have been won over by 
Jesus and some who nearly are, who get together each week to remind 
ourselves all about it?

When Jesus set about His mission in this world, He called people to know 
and belong to Him - to be His disciples.  Now He shows those who would 
follow Him that it doesn’t stop there.  They were to become disciples who 
would make disciples.

We see the beginnings of that here in Luke 9:1-9.  Jesus calls together twelve 
of His disciples - the twelve that He’d appointed back in 6:12-16 - and He 
says, ‘you guys have seen my mission here - and your lives have been 
changed forever by it.  Well, now it’s your mission.  What I’ve been doing, I 
want you to do, too.’

It’s these twelve just now.  But just in the next chapter, He’s going to do the 
same thing with seventy-two others.  So, not just a leadership team - but a 
whole church community.  And after He dies and then rises to life, and just 
before ascending to Heaven, Jesus says this in Matthew 28:18-20 - it’s 
known as the Great Commission that He gives to His followers…

‘All authority in Heaven and on Earth has been given to me.  Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.’
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So to be a follower of Jesus is to do more than just receive His rescue 
mission in this world.  It’s to become part of the team who make more 
followers of Jesus, too.  That’s the point of our church, or any church.

Just as Jesus and His followers have made Jesus known to us, we will make 
Him known to our friends, families, colleagues, people we get to know.  Just 
as we’re baptised when we’ve begun being discipled as Jesus’ followers, we’ll 
baptise people as they begin that discipleship journey, too.

There’s a special role for parents who are disciples of Jesus Christ in this.  
We baptise Ethan Boag today, in his infancy, because his parents Mark and 
Annie are going to disciple him.  He’s going to grow up hearing from them 
who Jesus is and what He came to do.  He’s going to see in their lives 
something of what Jesus is like, and why he might like to give his life into 
Jesus’ hands, too.

I can talk more fully with anyone who wants to about why we baptise infant 
children like Ethan who have parents who love Jesus.  But at the heart of it is 
this - Mark and Annie belong to God through faith in Jesus, and their family 
and household belong to God too, unless and until they turn away from Him.  
Mark and Annie are disciples of Jesus.  And they are going to be discipling 
Ethan as he grows up.  So we baptise Ethan as a little disciple.

Whenever it is that we meet people and share Jesus’ mission with them - 
whether they are infants, children or adults; we’re joining in with something 
that Jesus called His Church to be deliberately setting about.

In vv.1-2, Jesus does three things with His disciples.  He calls them.  He 
equips them.  And He sends them out.  First of all, Jesus called them 
together.  They had a shared sense of the mission they were setting out on 
together - and that should be something that binds us and encourages us and 
directs our church family, too.  We are a team who are making Jesus known 
to people.

Secondly, Jesus equips them.  He gives them what they need for the job He’s 
given them to do.  The particular task He gave to these twelve involved 
driving out demons and completely curing sicknesses.  And v.1 says that 
Jesus gave them the ‘power and authority’ to do that.

Jesus will equip - indeed, He has equipped - our church for the job that He’s 
giving us to do, too.  Whatever He sends us into, He makes sure we have 
what we need for it.  There are a whole load of young families in our 
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community, and God has resourced us with time, space, money and people 
to start to disciple them.

There are people struggling behind closed doors lacking everyday essentials, 
and God has given us people in our church with a heart for reaching them 
and bringing God’s love and provision to them.  There are plenty of blokes 
starting to cross paths with us, and God’s put it on the heart of a number of 
guys amongst us to start discipling these men and leading them into life with 
Jesus, too.

That’s just a few examples - Jesus has equipped this church with what we 
need to go where we are being sent.  So let’s go.  Because the third thing 
Jesus does, in v.2, is to send His followers out.

Here’s a plan that Jesus didn’t use: ‘Go to these home, and see how many 
people you can get to come with you back here so I can talk to them and I 
can heal them.’

Here’s a plan that Jesus did use: ‘Go to these homes, and you talk to people 
where they are about me, and you bring healing and wholeness to their lives 
in my name.’

Here’s a plan that many a Christian uses: ‘Go and be brave enough to invite 
someone to church sometime, and on the rare occasion they come, hope that 
the sermon is good that day.’

Here’s a plan that many a Christian does not use: ‘Go and be confident that 
Jesus has given me all I need, and that I am able to tell the people I live with, 
or the people I work with, or hang out with, about Jesus and how He sets 
people free.’

Now I’m not saying, ‘Don’t invite people to church.’  It’s great when we do, 
and when people come and experience what it is to worship God, what it is to 
hear from His Word, and to see people celebrating how their lives are being 
changed.

But we often treat this as the starting point of making disciples.  And it isn’t.  
As you hear in testimony after testimony, people start becoming Jesus’ 
disciples because their friends or family members talk with them about Jesus 
where they already share space in life - at home, at work, out on a run.
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When we read, ‘preach the kingdom of God and heal the sick,’ we shouldn’t 
read it as ‘make sure people can hear the preaching of a sermon on a 
Sunday and find other people to help them with their problems.’  We should 
read it as Jesus was saying it to these twelve disciples.  ‘You go and 
announce (‘to preach’ just means ‘to announce/proclaim’) the good news 
about me.  You go and help people with the problems that they’re suffering.’

Why is Jesus good news for people?

In v.2, Jesus gives the mission brief - ‘preach the Kingdom of God and heal 
the sick.’  In v.6, we read that His disciples did what they were told - that they 
were ‘preaching the gospel (gospel means, ‘good news’) and healing people.  
Luke is equating ‘good news’ with ‘The Kingdom of God.’

So let’s recap a little bit of what we’ve learned from Luke so far about what 
Jesus meant by ‘The Kingdom of God.’  So we know the kind of things that 
Jesus wants you to know and believe.  And the things He wants others to 
hear from us.

The Kingdom of God is where God is King.  It exists in wherever and whoever 
has God as the biggest, most important, defining thing in place of anything or 
anyone else.  In a Kingdom, a King rules a people.  So the Kingdom of God is 
a people who belong to God who live with Him in charge.

Since Luke 4, Jesus has been talking about the Kingdom of God arriving in 
this world with Him.  That being part of the Kingdom of God is to put your 
faith, trust, hope and life in Him.  He’s been claiming that He is God the King.  
So the Kingdom of God is a people who belong to Jesus who live with Him in 
charge.

Why’s it ‘good news’ to have a King to bow to?  Well, that all depends on 
what kind of King you have.  And the kind of King that Jesus says He is in 
word and proves He is in deed is one who sets people free.  Since Luke 4, 
we’ve read about Jesus setting people free in all sorts of ways - physically, 
socially, economically, spiritually, eternally.

In the time and place that Jesus walked and talked, people were desperately 
waiting for a King to come and set them free.  They were oppressed by 
invaders, crippled by poverty and lacking freedom and hope.  Jesus came 
and showed Himself to be the King who would bring them freedom - but not 
the way they were expecting.  We’ll read on through Luke in the weeks ahead 
to find out more.
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In our time and place though, nobody wants a King.  We assume that life will 
be best if we are our own little kings and queens; in charge of our own 
identities, priorities, relationships and ambitions.  How’s that working out for 
you?  See if any of this sounds familiar…

You’re striving to be successful in your work or your studies or your hobby or 
your parenting or whatever you’re finding identity in.  And you’re finding that 
you live with the soul-sapping experience of constantly comparing yourself to 
the colleague or student or family next door.

You’re going from goal to goal, ambition to ambition, and finding yourself 
frustrated when you don’t get it, or disappointed with the short-termness of 
the fulfilment and the ultimate emptiness when you do get it.  You’re living 
with a guilt that keeps accumulating through your life that you’ve never been 
able to shake, and the best you’ve hoped for is distracting yourself from it 
with work or family or TV or hobbies or whatever.

You’re living in the knowledge that death is coming.  Most of the time, it 
doesn’t bother you.  But then a relative dies.  A friend dies.  Sometimes, 
they’re way too young.  Always, it’s way too painful.  And you feel the terrible 
fragility of it all.  Well, if you’re happy cracking on as a little king and queen 
who can ‘manage life’ at best, you do that, and enjoy the ride while it lasts.

But here’s the good news about making Jesus your King instead.  He’s a 
better King for you than you are.  Here’s why as a church, we can say that life 
in Jesus is infinitely better than life apart from Him.  He sets you free from all 
that stuff.  You’re free from finding your identity in your performance at work 
or home or in class or on the pitch.  Your identity becomes ‘I belong to God 
because of Jesus.’

Although Jesus told these disciples to ‘preach the Kingdom of God,’ read on 
through the New Testament, and you don’t find them using that language.  
They talk about a family.  God as the Father who is in charge of the family, 
and us as children of His adopted into His family through our dependence on 
His Son Jesus.  It’s the same idea - a people who belong to God who live with 
Him in charge.  Our identity is ‘children of God.’

When we discover that, it sets us free to be less burdened and more free  
and better workers, parents, students, sportsmen and women - because it’s 
not our performance in these things that defines us, but the love, welcome 
acceptance and security that God gives us as a King, a Father, who loves us.
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When we make Jesus King, we listen to and live for His priorities and 
ambitions.  We find our own genuine, live-giving fulfilment in living life 
according to His rule and seeking first His Kingdom.  And as his people living 
that out together, we also bring transformation to the families, friendships, 
communities, workplaces and people around us as we live out the unqualified 
love, surprising forgiveness, healing presence and wholesome integrity that 
Jesus lived out.

When we bow to Jesus as King, the most incredible thing He does for His 
people is this:  He says, ‘These people’s guilt for all their wrongdoing is now 
dealt with by my death for them.  They’ve put their lives in my hands, and I 
have gone to the cross to destroy all their sin and shame in my death.  More 
than that, just as I rose from my death and defeated it, these people will now 
share in my victory over death.  I will raise them to life beyond death, 
welcome as God’s family right there with me forever.’

So if you’re Jesus’ follower, you’ve got the same mission He has.  To preach 
the Kingdom of God and bring healing to people.  To explain to people in your 
own words why Jesus is a better King for us than we are for ourselves, 
because He sets us free from things that we can’t set ourselves free from.

And to actually bring greater freedom and wholeness and healing in people’s 
lives with your actions, because you’re living out life and relationships with 
them under the King’s rule.  Do you feel ready for that?  Do you have an idea 
where to begin, or how to carry on?

What do you need before you’re sent out on this mission?

It might be helpful to reflect on your response to that question.  If it felt like 
there was something you could put your finger on that you feel you might 
need (or if you were surprised by the idea that you’re on a mission), is there 
someone you could talk to about how you can develop from here?

Maybe you could talk to your Life Group or your Life Group leader, a member 
of the Leadership Team, or to someone in the church you’d welcome help 
from.

Having said that, I think our passage encourages us to think differently.  Have 
a look at v.3 - ‘Take nothing for the journey - no staff, no bag, no bread, no 
money, no extra tunic.’  Jesus says to these twelve, ‘I’m sending you just now 
in a state of feeling very unprepared.’
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You don’t need to be any more prepared to set about Jesus’ mission and 
seek to make more disciples who will in turn make more disciples.  Just crack 
on and go.

We can tell ourselves, ‘Yes, I’d like to talk to people about why Jesus is good 
news, but first I need to… know my Bible better / learn more from other 
Christians / read some books about Jesus or sharing faith or something / get 
a few things sorted in my life and my diary / wait until somebody brings it up 
with me / come to church for a few more months.’

But Jesus tells a group of twelve unprepared blokes to get out, preach the 
Kingdom of God and bring healing to people where they are.  None of these 
twelve have even yet strung their words together to say, ‘I think Jesus is sent 
by God to be my King.’  The first to do that was Peter, and that doesn’t come 
until later in the chapter, in v.20, after they’ve been out and about talking 
about Jesus with other people.

You don’t need to know any more, read any more books, attend any more 
seminars or look up anything else online.  If you already know that Jesus is 
good news, you just need to get out to the places you’re already sharing time 
with people, and talk to them about why Jesus is good news, with no more 
than you’ve got in your hand, head and heart already.

The next thing to pick up on is in vv.3-4.  Jesus sent these twelve disciples in 
a vulnerable dependence upon the people they were going to.   In their state 
of being unprepared, Jesus’ followers were to go and depend on being 
welcomed and looked after by the people they were sharing good news and 
healing with.

We’re going to look more at this idea when we read about Jesus sending out 
more disciples in Luke 10.  But for today, here’s something to take from this.  
Be vulnerable and open with God, yes.  But go and be vulnerable with the 
friends, colleagues and family that you’re going to share news about Jesus 
with, too.

Open your mind and your heart to them.  Be open about what you’ve 
discovered.  Be open about what you don’t understand.  About the mistakes 
you’ve made, and that you’re still making.  Let your guard down enough to let 
people in.  And open your hand to them.  Be determined to be generous with 
time, money, attention.  Be an influence in their lives that brings healing and 
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greater wholeness to them, because you’re pouring that out, even at great 
cost to you.

Some people will welcome your vulnerable openness.  They’ll treat your 
vulnerability with respect, and let you in to their lives, too.  Stick about with 
them and talk about Jesus being King with them.  Others will despise your 
vulnerability, or abuse it and hurt you, or they’ll dismiss it, or shrink back from 
you.  Fine, move along from them.  That’s what vv.4-5 suggest to us.

Finally, have a look at vv.7-9.  These verses are describing the impact that 
God’s people are having in their society as they go out and talk good news 
and act with healing.  It’s caught the attention of those in authority.  They’re 
causing a stir.  And it happened because it wasn’t just one man from 
Nazareth doing these things.  Now, there was a movement beginning.  A 
people was growing with a cause.  And that always raises eyebrows.

Herod does not like what Jesus is doing.  It seems a lot like what John the 
Baptist before Him was doing.  And it turns out, we learn here, that Herod cut 
John’s head off for that.  In the midst of all this exciting talk of mission and 
going for it, Luke sounds the darker note that comes alongside it.  Opposition 
is coming.  But should that stop Jesus’ followers?  Does it stop them?  No.

Here’s how we know these twelve guys, who were many of them no more 
than teenagers, got the mission right.  They’re getting people, even Herod, to 
ask the right question.  Herod didn’t ask, ‘Who are they?  Who are these 
people?’  Instead he asked in response to their talk and actions, ‘Who is this 
I’m hearing about?  Who is Jesus?’

As we go out and talk good news and act with healing, we want all Inverness 
to take notice, whatever the consequences.  Not to have the question on their 
lips, ‘Who is that church?  What are they all about?’  But to be genuinely 
interested in, ‘Who is Jesus?  Who is this person whose name they keep 
using and they keep telling us about?’

Talk to people about Jesus.  Not about ‘faith’ or ‘church’ and definitely, please, 
not about ‘religion.’  Talk about Jesus.  Know and talk about why Jesus being 
King is good news.  And bring people greater healing and wholeness in their 
lives in His name.
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