
We will tell our children
Psalm 78:1-8

There’s so many things we want to pass on to 
our children.  Just now, Heather and I are trying 
to pass on key life skills like swimming and 
cycling to our kids.

Then there’s constant, every day things about 
how we interact with each other as human 
beings.  There are things we teach them so 
they’ll stay safe.  Things we introduce them to so 
they have fun.  Things we pass on so they’ll grow 
in knowledge, skill and wisdom.

And in the mix of all of the valuable things that 
parents, grandparents, family and friends have to 
pass on to the children growing up after us, 
there’s this: Telling our children all about God.

That’s what Psalm 78:1-8 guides us to do.  That’s 
what Duncan and Sarah are committing to doing 
for Cameron and Skye today.  And that’s what we 
all have a part to play in, in this church family.

We’re going to have a look today at the the what, 
why and how of telling the next generation all 
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about the God we know and worship.  First of all, 
what will we tell our children about God?

Here’s vv.4-5 of Psalm 78 again:

‘We will not hide them from their children;
We will tell the next generation
The praiseworthy deeds of the Lord,
His power, and the wonders He has done

He decreed statutes for Jacob
And established the law in Israel,
Which He commanded our forefathers to teach 
their children…’

Those verses talk about sharing two things with 
our children - the deeds of God, and the words of 
God.  The amazing things that God has done, 
and the things He has had to say that He wants 
us to know and live out.

This Psalm is part of the Old Testament - part of 
the large collection of books in the Bible that 
describe what God did and what God said before 
He sent His own Son to change things forever.  
And there’s a lot of that.
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Creating a universe.  Choosing a family to belong 
to Him, which became a nation to be His - not 
big, not powerful, not deserving - but His.  Ten 
awe-inspiring plagues in Egypt to get them set 
free from slavery.  Driving back whole nations 
who opposed God and His people to give them a 
home and peace.

And there were some mighty words God had 
spoken - words to live by, and to pass on.  The 
promise that God had given to Abraham that God 
would be His God, and would bless him, and 
bless all people through him.  The law that God 
had given to Moses about how life is to be lived 
together that will best benefit humans, and best 
honour God.

Ten great commandments that would form the 
basis of civilised human law all over the world.  
Words of command about ‘going’ to the places 
where God led His people - however unlikely or 
unusual it seemed.

Words of command about ‘trusting’ that God 
would provide and protect just as was needed in 
a day by day way.  And words of command about 
‘remembering’ what God had done, and passing 
that on to the generations to come.
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All of that is what God’s Old Testament people 
were to share with their children about Him.  
What incredible things He had done for them, 
and what promises and commands He had given 
them.  But we’ve got the New Testament, too.  
We know there’s good news to share with our 
children.

We can tell them about what God has done for 
us in Jesus.  About how Jesus sets people free 
from everything that detracts from human 
wholeness.  About how Jesus invited people, 
whoever they were, to belong to God and His 
family, through trust in all that Jesus would do to 
make that happen.

About a cross and the God-man who hung there 
until everything that separated us from God was 
dealt with.  About a grave that was truly filled, but 
truly empty on the third day.  About sin and death 
defeated, and guilt, fear, hopelessness, 
meaninglessness and evil with them.

And we can tell our children about what God has 
said to us in Jesus.  Jesus said He is one with 
God the Father; that the only way to know God 
the Father is through Him.  He said that putting 
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our lives in His hands was the way to life to the 
full, now and forever, through Him alone.  He 
taught us how to pray to God.  He taught us what 
our relationships with one another should look 
like, including radical, counter intuitive things 
about forgiveness and grace.

All of this - Jesus’ words, as well as Jesus’ deeds 
- are part of what we need to tell our children 
when we’re sharing with them ‘all about God.’  
We’re not just to pass on that there is a God, and 
it’s up to them to work out what they think about 
who He is and what He’s like.

So many people I meet talk about wanting their 
children to decide for themselves what they think 
about faith/religion/belief stuff, concluding that if 
they’re going to be deliberate about anything, it 
will be about not filling their children’s heads with 
their ideas, or a church’s ideas, about who God 
is and what He’s like.

But that’s not what God encourages us to do in 
His Word.  His Word is full of encouragements to 
remember, and to pass on, these two things: all 
we have learned about what God has done for us 
and said to us.  From the Old Testament.  From 
the New Testament.  From our own lives.
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That’s discipling our children.  That’s passing on 
to the next generation something valuable that 
they need to know.  In the end, as they grow, 
they might then decide that they don’t believe it, 
and put all this behind them.  Plenty do.  That’s 
their choice.

You don’t make a child open minded by keeping 
them empty minded.  Their minds will fill with all 
the influences and claims they experience.  So 
let’s make sure that we fulfil our responsibility of 
the words and deeds of God being in all of that.

What things have you passed on to children in 
your family or in our church about God?  Can you 
express it in terms of ‘things God has done’ and 
‘things God has said’?

Now for the next question.  Why?  Why pass on 
these things?  What will be the effect if we do?  
And what will happen if we don’t?

Well, we’re going to read the rest of Psalm 78 to 
think about that.  As we read through the 
remaining verses 9-72, try to pick out the key 
words.  What are the repeated phrases and 
ideas that stand out?  That’ll be your question at 
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the end of reading this - and we’ll see if we can 
put together, from those key words and phrases, 
why we must tell our children the words and 
deeds of God.

Read Psalm 78:9-72.  What are the key words 
and phrases in this passage?

The key idea in this whole Psalm is that 
everything starts with whether you remember or 
forget.  What happens when you remember the 
words and deeds of God, and what happens 
when you forget them?

What we see in those verses we’ve read is that 
remembering leads to other key ideas that came 
through there - ‘trusting’ or ‘believing’ God.  
‘Keeping His covenant/law’ - so, living out what 
God has told us to do after He has already 
committed to what He’s doing for us.  Being 
‘faithful’ or ‘loyal’ to God.

Where as, more often in these verses, we’re 
reading about the generations beforehand doing 
the opposite of all this.  ‘Forgetting’ or ‘not 
remembering’ God’s deeds, leading people to 
‘rebel,’ to ‘put God to the test’ (that is, provoking 
God - something that we tend to forget we’re 
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doing when we’re stubbornly sinning).  It leads to 
being ‘not loyal/faithful/trusting/believing/keeping 
covenant with God.’

The point is this - if we remember what God has 
done for us and what He’s said to us, that will 
lead to us trusting Him whatever is going on, 
believing in Him, living out a life loyal to Him.  It’s 
when we forget what He’s done and what He’s 
said that we start acting up with Him, expressing 
demands, rebelling against His lead, and 
courting His corrective judgement.

So when it comes to why tell the next generation 
the words and deeds of God, it’s simple enough - 
they can’t remember if they don’t know!  Listen to 
vv.6-8 again:

‘…So that the next generation would know them,
Even the children yet to be born,
And they in turn would tell their children.

Then they would put their trust in God
And would not forget His deeds
But would keep His commands.

They would not be like their forefathers -
A stubborn and rebellious generation,
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Whose hearts were not loyal to God,
Whose spirits were not faithful to Him.’

The keys words and phrases of the whole Psalm 
are really all there in these few verses, too.  
Telling.  Remembering.  Trusting.  Deeds.  
Commands.  All of that versus stubbornness, 
rebellion, disloyalty and unfaithfulness to God.

Our children can put their trust in God if we tell 
them what God has done for us and said to us, v.
7 tells us.  They’ll remember, if they know it from 
us.  And that will put them in a different position 
from the generations before them.  That’s true 
today, too.

We live in a generation where the fathers and 
mothers, and to a large extent the grandparents, 
of the young in our nation, have not heard or 
remembered the words and deeds of God.  For 
us to teach our children to remember something 
once forgotten is a precious gift to give them, and 
our community.

First and foremost, it’s a life giving, life saving 
thing for our children themselves.  They can put 
their trust in God if they know what He’s done 
and what He’s said.  So that their trust isn’t in 
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something else as they grow.  Not in popularity, 
academic success, style, racial identity, local 
rivalries, materialistic ambition, childhood 
dreams, pressures from peers, the strong pull of 
gang identity or anything else that’s less good, 
eternal, enduring, sufficient and wonderful than 
God.

Why tell our children what God has done and 
what God has said?  So they can know.  So they 
can remember.  And so that they can trust Him, 
to the benefit of their whole life here, and their 
whole eternity beyond.

Finally - how do we tell our children about the 
things God has said and done?  There’s no 
rocket science here, just an encouragement to 
make these things regular in the lives of our 
families and our whole church family, for the sake 
of the next generation as much as for ourselves.

Read the Bible.  Read it yourself, get to know it 
more and more.  Learn more of the words and 
deeds of the Lord, so you know and remember 
them.  Then you’ll be able to pass them on.  
More than that, let’s read the Bible with our 
children.
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In our homes, from when our children are young 
to when they are teenagers.  There are different 
resources and ways of doing this for different 
seasons of life, but the principle remains good.  
Remember together what God has done for us 
and said to us.

We don’t just do this in homes, though.  And you 
don’t have to have children in your home to be a 
vital part of ‘telling our children the words and 
deeds of the Lord.’  There’s more formal things 
like our children’s and teenagers’ groups in the 
mornings and evenings - where we deliberately 
open the Bible with them; we’re not just 
entertaining them for an hour.

And there are more informal things, like the 
discipling relationships that some adults have 
struck up with some of the young people in the 
church.  There’s just sitting down together with a 
young person, after church, over a drink and a 
biscuit, asking them how they’re doing and 
sharing with them something of what God’s said 
or done in your life that might relate to that.

Reading the Bible ourselves, and with our 
children, at home, at church, passing it on in 
conversation, is all part of ‘we will tell the next 
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generation.’  But there’s something else we’ve 
been given to ‘remember’ the deeds of God.  And 
it’s the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

In the Old Testament, God gave His people the 
Passover meal.  Well, He commanded it, actually 
- as the way to ‘remember’ what God had done 
for them in rescuing them from Egypt.  And He 
specifically mentioned explaining to the next 
generation what the meal meant.  In the midst of 
giving instructions about the Passover meal, 
here’s what God said to Moses and Aaron in 
Exodus 12:26-27…

 ‘And when your children ask you, ‘What does 
this ceremony mean to you?’ then tell them, ‘It is 
the Passover sacrifice to the Lord, who passed 
over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and 
spared our homes when He struck down the 
Egyptians.’

Years later, at a Passover meal in Jerusalem, 
Jesus interrupted proceedings by telling His 
followers, ‘See this bread?  It’s my body.  It’s 
broken for you.  Do this in memory of me.  And 
see this wine?  It’s my blood.  It’s shed for you.  
Drink it, remembering me.’
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The theme of remembering is right there in the 
Lord’s Supper.  And, just as with the Passover, 
when our children ask us why we’re doing these 
things with bread and wine as a church - which 
we do in communion five or six times a year - we 
can tell them.  So they’ll know.  They’ll 
remember.  And, we pray - they’ll trust too.

Which of these things might you develop more?  
How will you do that?

Reading the Bible myself - getting to know God’s 
words and deeds

Reading the Bible with my children at home

Knowing how I fit in to ‘telling the next 
generation’

Explaining to the children I know best in this 
church what communion is
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