
Where is your faith?
Luke 8:16-25

On 23rd June 2016, a storm kicked up.  The United Kingdom electorate voted 
by a majority for the UK to leave the European Union.  It is a result which has 
surprised most people, whichever way they voted.  It has caused delight and 
relief for some, and pain and fear in others.

It has triggered all sorts of changes, confusion and uncertainty.  There is 
political and economic upheaval and a sense of looking into a very unknown 
future.  For better or for worse, a storm has kicked up in our society, and in 
people’s hearts.  So how do people who follow Jesus live in the midst of all 
this?

In Luke 8:16-25, we read about three things that I pray will shape our lives as 
Christians and as a church in this place and time.  Light in the darkness.  
Family in our society.  And faith in the storm.

In vv.16-18, Jesus is still talking to the crowd of people who heard His parable 
of the soils, which we looked at two weeks ago.  The parable was all about 
what you do with the Word of God when it’s sown in your life.  What is it that 
influences you, defines you, shapes your identity?  Is it the Word of God - that 
is, the message about Jesus - or something else?

Jesus talks about the Word of God being like light shining in the darkness.  
That’s an image that the New Testament uses quite a lot.  At the start of 
John’s gospel, John talks about ‘The Word’ being light that came into the 
world.  And he’s talking about Jesus.

Jesus is the Word of God.  Jesus is the message of truth.  Jesus is the Light 
of the World.  And the thing is, Jesus says, nobody strikes up a light to hide it 
quietly away.  You put light somewhere that it’s going to show up everything 
that’s in the darkness.  Light reveals the truth about everything that’s really 
there.  It reveals what was hidden before.

In v.17, Jesus talks about that in the future tense.  There are things hidden in 
darkness just now, but His light will bring it all out into the open.  Secrets, lies, 
wrongdoing suppressed from the memory - it’s all going to come out.

There’s a prophetic truth there for our time and place - the secrets and lies 
that were involved in the EU referendum campaign, from both sides of the 
debate - they are going to be shown up.  I don’t mean that as events unfold, 
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everything will become clear.  Some lies and secrets will be shown up, others 
won’t in this lifetime.  I mean that Jesus is saying here, they are accountable 
to Him.  There is a day ahead where the light that Jesus shines on those in 
power will show up the good and the bad of what was there.

And Christians should take some confidence in that.  Truth will out, light will 
shine.  There is a day.  But there are two things this light means for us, too.

Firstly, you are accountable to Jesus.  That’s really the point of what Jesus is 
telling this crowd.  He tells everybody listening to Him in v.18 to ‘consider 
carefully how you listen.’  Jesus is going to shine a light on your life.  He 
shines it now, to show you, if you’ll listen, what needs to change.

If your life was lit up for all to see the things you’ve hidden, the dark corners, 
the suppressed stuff, the swept-under-the-rug stuff, the reality of your 
behaviour in your relationships, the truth about how you’ve been when you 
thought you were hidden away - what would you do?  What, in fact, will you 
do?

Even in the last few weeks, if your conduct concerning the EU referendum 
debate was put into the light of God’s Word, how would your conversations 
and online posts fare?  Your thoughts, your hopes, your fears, your attitudes 
to others?

‘Consider carefully how you listen,’ Jesus says.  When you let God’s Word 
speak into your life, it will show up things hidden in the darkness.  Inevitably.  
So how will you listen?

By listening to God’s Word and putting into practice the things it leads you to 
change, you are seeing what was hidden in darkness and getting rid of it, so 
that you can stand unashamed in the light that Jesus is bringing to this world.

By not listening to God’s Word - or by listening and then not putting it into 
practice - you’re leaving things to fester in your life that you’d rather remained 
in the darkness.  And when God shines the kind of light in future that makes 
all things clear, your corruption will be laid bare.

Don’t assume there is no corruption in you.  Don’t apply this in your mind to 
somebody else.  That kind of blindness only leaves you rotting without 
realising it.  The light shines on you.  The Word of God speaks to you.
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The other thing that those walking with Jesus need to get here, is that we 
need to let His light shine clearly.  There’s no point in us knowing that Jesus 
is the light that transforms this world’s darkness and then hiding that away.

I’ve quoted Emile Sande’s lyrics from her song Read All About It before, but 
I’ll do it again and let her put it better than me:

You’ve got the words to change a nation but you’re biting your tongue
You’ve spent a lifetime stuck in silence afraid you’ll say something wrong
If no one ever hears it, how we gonna learn your song?
So come on come on, come on come on

You’ve got a heart as loud as lions so why let your voice be tamed?
Maybe we’re a little different, there’s no need to be ashamed
You’ve got the light to fight the shadows so stop hiding it away
Come on, come on

If we’ve got the words to change a nation; if we’ve got the light to fight the 
shadows people fear - then let’s not hold back from sharing the message 
about Jesus with people because we’re a bit shy or in case we fluff our lines 
or we seem odd for believing this stuff in this day and age.

Because people need the light that Jesus offers, right?  They need it.  As a 
communication from the Evangelical Alliance this week puts it: Our nation 
needs Jesus more than it needs the right referendum result.  So whatever 
your vote, your hopes and fears, celebrations or grievances, we must keep 
the perspective that joining to bring the light of Christ to a hurting, confused, 
dark world matters more than anything else.

How do you feel about the EU Referendum result?  Why do you feel that 
way?  Are you surprised by how you feel?

In vv.19-21, Jesus’ mother and brothers make their way to see Him.  They 
can’t get through to Him because of the crowd of people magnetically drawn 
to Jesus.  Fortunately though, someone gets the message through to Jesus - 
‘Jesus, your mum and your brothers are here to see you.’

Great - surely now, Jesus will say, ‘Oh good, mum’s here.  Watch out 
everyone, let my mum through please.’  Especially in that culture.  We might 
like to think as a society that family is the most important thing to us (although 
in reality, not many people willingly drop what they are doing at work because 
someone from their family has called in).  But first century Palestinian culture 
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really meant it - family was absolutely the first thing - in priority, loyalty and 
identity.

So it will have come as a shock to the crowd, and even more so to Jesus’ 
mum and brothers, when Jesus said in response, ‘My mother and brothers 
are those who hear God’s Word and put it into practice.’  Jesus redefines 
family.  He redefines for people our priorities, loyalties, and identity.

And it’s still the Word of God that Jesus talks about as the great definer of 
people.  Those who listen to God’s Word and put it into practice are those 
who are family with Jesus.  Those who hear it, believe it, trust it, do it, live it.  
Those who have it define their values and priorities and behaviour.  Those 
who let the Word of God temper their fears and design their hopes and 
dreams.  They are the family Jesus is adopting to belong to God.

That is still a message that’s radically different and radically hopeful today.  If 
you receive, believe and live the message about Jesus, that is what defines 
you and is your primary identity.  Not your husband, wife, children or wider 
family.  Not your friendship circle.  Not your job.  Not the place you come 
from.  Not the music you listen to or subculture you’re a part of.  Not your 
vote.

‘A child of God through faith in Jesus.’  That’s your defining identity.  That’s 
your family in this society.  Whether consciously or not, people are all working 
out which tribe they are in.  The events of the last week and a half have 
caused genuine identity crises, and disoriented people are scrambling to 
work out what cause and camp is theirs.

Shall I be happy or sad about the result?  If I’m happy about it, will I be in the 
‘I told you so’ camp or the ‘let’s get on with it’ camp?  If I’m sad about it, will I 
be in the ‘we must accept the result and work for the best’ group or the ‘this 
isn’t binding and let’s keep fighting against it’ group?  Will I hope for and 
advocate Scottish independence now?  Will I hope for and advocate the need 
for the UK to hold together?

There are so many positions at so many levels that people are sorting 
themselves into.  So many viewpoints being argued for, so many questions 
being asked.  Such confusion.  Who am I in all of this?

If you receive, believe and live the Word of God, you are a child of God 
through faith in Jesus.  That doesn’t mean that you can’t be jubilant or 
distressed at political events this week, or that you can’t contend passionately 
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for what you believe.  It doesn’t mean that nothing but your church community 
and your personal walk with Jesus matters.  But it is vital that you remember 
what your anchor, hope and identity really is.

Not least because it is an unshakeable, eternal, brilliant hope that you have.  
Whether you see yourself as British, Scottish, European, patriotic, 
cosmopolitan, or simply human - Jesus says that the political and eternal 
reality that you are defined by as His follower is The Kingdom of God.

A Kingdom in which membership is offered as a gift to those who trust the 
King’s servant love for them.  A Kingdom that is not affected by the votes of 
human beings, but only by the sovereign rule of the wisest, most loving and 
most self-sacrificing leader there is - the Lord Almighty.  So now more than 
ever, we need to hold on to seeing ourselves as part of this Kingdom, part of 
this family, as our primary identity marker.

Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:16-20:

‘So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view.  Though we 
once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  Therefore, if anyone is 
in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  All this 
is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though 
God were making His appeal through us.  We implore you on Christ’s behalf: 
Be reconciled to God.’

Our identity is in Christ.  Human reconciliation with God is in Christ.  Our 
primary passion for a broken and confused world is in Christ.  The hope of the 
nations is in Christ.

Now we might nod and pay lip service to that because we believe it in theory, 
especially when we’re here together on a Sunday.  But what’s really your 
anchor and the definer of your identity?  Are your heart’s passions consumed 
with politics, or your family, or your work or studies or ambitions?

Or are they more consumed with reconciliation with God for yourself and for 
others through Jesus Christ?  ‘My mother and my brothers are those who 
hear God’s Word and put it into practice.’  That’s who Jesus identifies with.

Where do you think people are finding their sense of identity at the moment?  
What influence most threatens to determine your identity in place of the Word 
of God?
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A storm’s kicking up.  In vv.22-25, we read about a storm on the water 
threatening to overcome the experienced fishermen that were Jesus’ 
disciples.  Some people like to make the point that we shouldn’t too quickly 
say, ‘and that’s just like how there are storms in our lives…’

They point out that first and foremost, this passage is about Jesus showing 
His true identity.  That when the disciples ask, ‘Who is this?  Even the wind 
and waves obey Him!’, we’re supposed to get that Jesus is showing He is the 
true and living God who had authority over physical creation just like He has 
authority over sin and sickness and spiritual powers.

This passage does declare: Jesus is God.  Just as the Creator God brought 
order from the chaos of the waters in Genesis 1, Jesus brings order from the 
chaos of these waters to show that this is who He is.  But if Jesus is God, so 
what?  After all, the storms in our lives and in our societies are not trivial.

A storm’s kicking up.  In hearts.  In stock markets.  In coffee shops and pubs.  
In households and on social media.  At the fenced borders of nations and in 
ever growing refugee camps.  In a massacred Orlando nightclub, a bombed 
Turkish airport, and assassinated Afghan police cadets.

It’s bewildering to keep up with the upheavals that are in the news - a seismic 
referendum result on June 23rd.  If you’d lifted your eyes a little east, you’d 
have read on the same date of the busiest day for search and rescue 
operations amongst refugees in the Mediterranean so far.  Then a slew of 
resignations in the nation’s leadership here, then a bomb there, then a 
leadership challenge in the next place.  Then another bomb.

And that’s quite apart from the storms and upheavals in our own lives.  Some 
of them public and obvious.  Some of them raging secretly within us, 
unbeknownst to everyone sitting here.  In v.23, we read about Jesus’ 
disciples being ‘swamped,’ overwhelmed by a genuine, actual danger.  We 
are, many of us, experiencing genuine, actual danger overwhelming us.

So the way Jesus deals with His followers in this physical storm does have 
something to say to us about how we view the storms we go through in our 
minds, our society and our world.

It feels a little bit obvious of me to say, ‘Don’t worry, because we’re with Jesus 
and He’s in control.’  I read a magazine article written by someone who is 
really upset about the referendum result.  And the writer warned fellow 
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Christians not to tell them, ‘Don’t worry, God’s sovereign - God’s in control.’  
They warned of the danger of that becoming a platitude that fosters a passive 
acceptance of something they see as morally dangerous.

Now, I think there might be a point there.  Let’s not ever say, ‘Don’t worry, 
God’s in control’ as a kind of warrant to accept everything that happens as 
right and not worth fighting, or as a last word to stop people expressing their 
beliefs or feelings.

We all must decide in the light of God’s Word what to get bruises for.  We’ll 
have different views about some of those things - referendum results, the 
location of a prison in Inverness, how to raise our kids.  But as we read this 
passage, how can we not conclude that it tells us that God is in control?

The storm is real.  I’m sure the disciples didn’t just sit there accepting it, they 
would have been straining every muscle to battle the wind and waves, and 
there’s no reason we shouldn’t do that in the storms we face.  But here’s the 
question - have you resigned yourself to the storm overcoming you?  How 
can you do that when Jesus is present with you?

In v.24, the disciples plead with Jesus: ‘Master, Master, we are going to 
drown!’  Or as one translation I read put it, ‘Master, Master, we are lost!’  A 
fatalistic giving in, expressed to God Himself.

Jesus got up from His sleep - because He was asleep in the midst of all this, 
much to His disciples’ confusion - and He put a stop to the storm before it 
could end them.  The storm was real.  It was menacing, and overpowering, 
and it looked like it would end the disciples.  But it didn’t.  It was never going 
to.

Because they were with Jesus, and He with them.  And in light of that - the 
fact that He was right there, present with them all along - Jesus’ first words to 
them were not, ‘Are you okay, guys?’  They were not, ‘Sorry about that, I cut it 
pretty close there, didn’t I?’  He said to them: ‘Where is your faith?’

Where is your faith?  If you are ‘in Christ’ - if your life is defined by Him, you 
are in God’s family through faith in Him, you walk with Him and He with you - 
do you trust that, whatever the storms in the news, in your mind and heart, in 
the report card or the letter from the hospital or the conversation with that 
person you’re struggling with - Jesus is God, He is in control, He will not let 
any of it destroy you?
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Have hope, because you have faith.  Storms rage now.  It’s right and normal 
to be sad, angry, grieving, questioning, hurting.  But not to be hopeless.  You 
are not without hope and a future, a destiny and an identity, and an eternity 
won for you that eclipses all of this stuff.

This little episode on the lake echoes the Old Testament story of Jonah.  
There Jonah was, asleep in the boat while a storm threatened to destroy the 
ship and the sailors he was with.  Jonah was woken, and he had to be thrown 
in to the storm to bring the others safely through it.

At one level, in this passage we find that Jesus is greater than Jonah 
because all He had to do was speak, and the storm was stilled.  But the truth 
that Luke will tell us later on goes deeper than that.  Jesus is greater than 
Jonah, because He threw Himself into the greatest of storms to bring us 
through death itself.

Jesus threw Himself into the storm of God’s wrath upon human sin.  He hung 
on a cross for all the dirt hidden in our darkness to be destroyed within Him, 
so that we might not be destroyed.  He hung on a cross to win for us a place 
in God’s family, adopted as innocent and welcome because Jesus dealt with 
everything that separated us from the Father.  He absorbed the full force of 
the storm that will overcome so many human beings, so that it will not 
overcome us.

So whatever you’re going through right now, Jesus is in control.  Whether you 
live or die, you are not lost.  The storm will not overcome you.  If you’re 
starting to think it will, Jesus says, ‘Where is your faith?’  Because as great as 
your faith in Jesus is your hope in life.

�8


