
Do to others…
Luke 6:27-49

Are you a Christian?  How would you or I know that?  You could answer, ‘I 
say Jesus is my Lord and Saviour.’  But that really only tells us that you claim 
you are a Christian.  And there are plenty of people who do that, both in and 
out of our churches.

There’s talking the talk, and there’s walking the walk.  Because following 
Jesus is a walk.  Talk is cheap, and the walk is costly.  And in Luke 6:27-49, 
when Jesus preaches to the converted, He tells them of the kind of living they 
are converting to and following Him in.

In v.46, Jesus asks those who say ‘Jesus is my Lord and Saviour,’ ‘Why do 
you call me, “Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say?’  In v.27, here’s what 
Jesus says…

‘But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who ill treat you.’  If I asked for 
a show of hands today to indicate how many people think Jesus is Lord; and 
then I asked for a show of hands to indicate how many people are living like 
this, would it be the same number?

A lot of people think that being a Christian is about living a good life.  And 
rightly, we want to challenge that idea - it’s not about being a nice, 
respectable person.  But neither is it just a set of beliefs we have about Jesus 
that we hold in our hearts and minds.

Because morality is at the heart of following Jesus.  But it happens to be a 
radically different morality from anything else in the world.  It is a redefined 
morality.  It is an unearthly, uncommon, unreasonable and possibly offensive 
morality.  And it’s all rooted in something that everybody wants and nobody 
fully understands.  Love.

In vv.27-36, Jesus says true morality is not based on some standard in 
society of what’s good or nice.  It’s based on love.  Love that is not just a 
fuzzy feeling, but that’s poured out in concrete, practical actions.  Radical 
actions of sacrifice and generosity, to the most unlikely of people - our 
enemies.

�1



Jesus gives some practical examples to His disciples about how to react to 
people oppressing them, taking advantage of them, getting one over on them.  
He says, ‘invite them to get two over on you.’

A friend of mine gave me this modern day example.  When he was going 
through a divorce, he was given this particular word from God - ‘be over-
generous.’  When the judge was ruling very much in his favour on the division 
of financial assets, my friend still gave away lots more than was being 
instructed.  That’s what we’re talking about.  That phrase sums it up pretty 
well- ‘be over-generous.’

How would this look on your ‘frontline’?  (Those of you who were in Life 
Groups two weeks ago were thinking about the idea of our ‘frontlines’ - the 
places where we spend most of our time through the week, where we rub 
shoulders with people, many of whom are not Jesus’ followers.  Our 
workplaces.  Our families.  Our schools.  The school gates.)

When someone in your family hurts you - which, by the way, happens in 
every family, every week - how about blessing them with a present, or freeing 
up their time in some way?  Even here, we’re only talking about loving in 
action those who love us too (though we hurt each other).  But Jesus says in 
v.32, it’s more than that.

When a colleague at work takes advantage of, or gets you into trouble with 
your mutual boss, what do you do?  How about telling your boss something 
really good that that colleague did to speak well of them in response?  When 
somebody you know who’s been slandering you gets into trouble, how could 
you help them out?

Jesus gives us this golden rule to work with in v.31.  It’s not unique to Jesus; 
people had been offering this wisdom for a good while before He did.  But 
nobody meant it quite as much and showed us quite how far to take it than 
Him: ‘Do to others as you would have them do to you.’

Tom Wright puts it like this: ‘Think of the best thing you can do for the worst 
person and go ahead and do it.  Think of what you’d really like someone to do 
for you, and do it for them.’

All of this ‘love your enemy, practically and overgenerously’ stuff is not how 
the world loves.  The world prizes love, but only it’s when it’s mutually felt and 
it’s warm and easy.  When it’s tough, it can get ditched.  When it’s not 
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reciprocated, it can be forgotten.  The world says, ‘Do to others what they 
have done to you.’

Jesus says in vv.32-36, the world’s love and morality is not what He’s talking 
about.  It is the kind of love God shows.  To love people who don’t appreciate 
you and who might even despise you.  To love them by pouring yourself out in 
practical actions for their benefit.  To put aside the question ‘why should I?’ 
and to simply love unconditionally.  That is exactly how God loves.

God loved us so much that He gave His own Son - to do what?  Just tell us 
that God loves us?  No.  Just offer some kindness for a day to show good will 
to the people who ignored Him?  No.  To go to His death on a cross for 
people who never listened or who got offended or who tried to shut Him up?  
Yes.  Jesus practiced what He preached; He walked the walk that He calls us 
to follow in.

How do you know somebody is a Christian?  Well, a Christian is a follower of 
Jesus, somebody adopted into God’s family because they are joined to 
Jesus, His Son.  And so they start to show the family resemblance.  In v.36, 
Jesus says ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.’

Well, how is our Father God merciful?  He gave Jesus to die both for those 
who’d thank Him and for those who’d spit at Him.  God did not wait to be liked 
before loving His enemies with everything He had to offer.  And neither are 
we, His children, to wait.

When we focus on just how much love and mercy God has shown us, even 
when we were enemies to Him; that helps us to find the resources we need to 
love our enemies in practical ways.  Do to others what God has already done 
for you.

Has somebody recently got one over on you or hurt you on your ‘frontline’?  
What practical action can you love them with this week?

In vv.37-42, Jesus gives more instructions to those who call Him ‘Lord’ about 
how their life, character and actions must look.  There’s two things to cut out 
of ours lives; and two things to flow from them: ‘Do not judge, and you will not 
be judged.  Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.  Forgive, and 
you will be forgiven.  Give, and it will be given to you.’

Two things have got to go - judging people, and condemning them.  They’re 
linked, but unlike me, Jesus doesn’t waste a breath to say the same thing 
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twice.  Judging people is when we assess the faults in others and form 
opinions about them.  Condemning people is when we write them off and 
cease to believe that they can benefit from any mercy shown either by you or 
by God.

And these things have got to go from your life if you’re going to call Jesus 
‘Lord’ and follow Him.  Sadly, being ‘judgemental’ is what a lot of Christians 
are known for!  It’s expressed in the attitudes, ‘why aren’t they doing this?’ 
and ‘I can’t believe they’re doing that!’

And that comes out in all sorts of arenas - when they look around their own 
church family.  When they look at other churches.  In their own households.  
Amongst their friends.  At work as they observe colleagues, customers and 
clients.  Sometimes, these attitudes get spoken out loud, and sometimes, 
they just brew away quietly in the heart.

It’s all toxic, all destructive, and it’s all got to go.  For everyone’s sake.  
Including the judgmental churchgoer.  Because here’s what Jesus says in v.
38 - ‘with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.’

He’s not saying, ‘if you’re generally merciful to others, what goes around 
comes around, and people will generally cut you some slack too.’  He’s 
saying, ‘you’ll get from God what you show to others.’  When Jesus teaches 
His followers the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6, it includes this: ‘Forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.’

This prayer Jesus teaches assumes that before we’d dare to ask the Almighty 
God to forgive us for the real mess we’ve made, we will have already thrown 
out our judgment of the real mistakes of others.  Not to mention having let go 
of being judgmental of things that we’ve failed to understand and made 
assumptions about.

Most people who know the Lord’s Prayer so well forget what Jesus says 
straight after it in Matthew 6:14-15 - ‘For if you forgive men when they sin 
against you, your Heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not 
forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.’

Jesus is describing the same dynamic here in Luke 6:37-38.  God doesn’t 
want to judge and condemn you, He wants to forgive and give to you - that’s 
why Jesus died for you.  But He expects that what you experience from Him, 
you will also show to others.
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A follower of Jesus is not judgemental, will not write people off, will forgive 
lavishly and give to even their enemies generously.  Because if they don’t, 
they shouldn’t be surprised when they don’t receive from God what they were 
assuming.  Do to others what you would have God do to you.

People get nervous here, thinking, ‘hold on, I thought being saved by God 
was nothing to do with my actions?  That I just need to trust in His death and 
resurrection?’

Here’s the thing - you don’t have to drum up forgiveness and generosity to 
people to try and build up an account with God.  This is about consistency, 
pure and simple.  What kind of life, attitude and character is consistent with a 
person having trusted God to forgive them through the incredible love, mercy, 
kindness and forgiveness He has shown in Jesus Christ?

A forgiving and generous one, of course.  One that rejects judging others and 
writing them off, and always seeks the best for them out of love.  If that’s not 
you, then don’t try to make yourself into this.  Look again at Jesus and what 
He’s done for you.  Look carefully, and at length, wrestle with it if you have to 
- but once you really get what Jesus has done for you, you’re not going to 
look down on anybody else again.

None of this means that there’s no such thing as right and wrong, and that we 
can’t challenge people around us who are getting things wrong according to 
God’s revealed truth.  Jesus’ little illustration of the speck in one eye and the 
plank in the other ends with the speck getting removed, after all.  But only 
after the plank is removed first.

When someone has done something wrong in God’s eyes, it’s good if we can 
take the responsibility to lovingly speak to them about it.  But we can’t do that 
until we look in the mirror and see what needs washed first.

So in this family that God is putting together, how do we address each other 
when we see something needing challenged?  I think we do it by honestly 
sharing our shortcomings in the same conversations where we are 
challenging those of others.

So if I’m speaking to a teenager about giving up getting drunk to honour 
Jesus and live under His influence alone, I will tell them that I didn’t do that 
between the ages of 16-21, and encourage them to be more faithful to Jesus 
than I was.
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When I’m challenging the attitude of a person in something they’ve said; I’ll 
acknowledge how I did the same thing last week, or something worse.  I will 
be deliberate about avoiding hypocrisy, because in this passage like so many 
others, we see how much Jesus hates hypocrisy.  And it’s worth asking 
ourselves this - does a challenge even need to be offered?  Will it help the 
other person?

A judgemental person sees something wrong in someone else, and either 
holds on to the thought competitively, or lets it all out with a sense of getting 
one over on them.  A follower of Jesus sees something wrong in someone 
else, but sees more wrong in themselves and says as much, and only shares 
a challenge motivated by love for the other person.  Remember, morality for 
Jesus is all determined by love.  God’s love for us, expressed through His 
followers’ lives and actions as well as on the cross.

The bottom line in all this is that self-examination is always welcome, where 
as assessing the lives of others isn’t.  If, as you listen to this sermon, you’re 
thinking, ‘Oh, I just wish so-and-so was listening to this,’ then it’s you who 
really needs to listen and change.

What’s the plank you need to remove from your eye just now?
Can you think of a correction you have received from someone else that 
seemed faithful to Jesus’ way of doing things?

Jesus finishes His sermon by using two key images for a life following Him - 
growing and building.  Firstly, we’ve got something about what a healthy, 
enduring, growing life looks like.

In vv.43-45, we’ve got this picture of good trees only being able to grow good 
fruit, and bad trees only being able to grow bad fruit.  It underlines what we 
thought about earlier - your life’s actions and attitudes will simply be 
consistent with what you’re rooted in.

If you’re rooted in grasping your need for Jesus to forgive your sin and 
overcome your death, and trusting that Jesus has set you free from these 
things, you will live a forgiven life that expresses forgiveness, generosity and 
even love for your enemies.

If you’re rooted in your own self and your own ideas of right and wrong and 
how to behave, you will live a life that holds back from unconditional love and 
that constantly collapses into judging people around you who don’t live up to 
your standards.
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You can’t fake character.  You can’t make yourself a more forgiving, generous 
and good person in any lasting way any more than you can tie a bunch of 
grapes to a brier bush and expect them not to wither.

Jesus says in v.45 that our words and deeds flow from what is in our hearts.  
God reveals to us that our hearts are ruled by one of two things - sin, or the 
Spirit.  Either our hearts are still ruled by the sin and selfishness that we 
begin our human lives in; or they are being made new by the Spirit of God 
who is given to every person who puts their lives in Jesus’ hands.  And the 
evidence of where your heart is will blossom like fruit does on the tree.

Jesus emphasises the way we speak in particular when He talks about this.  
This isn’t just about whether you’re a potty mouth or not; although the Bible 
speaks about that elsewhere.  It’s about how we speak of God.  How we 
speak to and about others.  How we speak of ourselves.

Our conversations are the most obvious evidence of where our hearts are.  
So again, self-examination is called for here.  How do you speak about God?  
About others?  About yourself?  Is it consistent with love - God’s love, for 
others, and for you?

Finally, in vv.46-49, we’ve got the famous parable of the wise and foolish 
builders.  How to build a life, a life that stands strong and endures when 
everything around it does not.  Jesus wants His last word to be, ‘there’s no 
point listening to what I’m saying unless you’re going to do it, too.’ 

Let’s be honest, it’s not easy to live the way Jesus is telling His followers to 
live.  To forgive extravagantly.  To give generously.  To love even your 
enemies and invite them to get two over on you.  But we can do it - if we have 
hearts renewed by the Spirit of God, we can grow that fruit.

It’s probably work we’d rather not do, and that at least to anyone looking on at 
our lives, we could get away with not doing.  A bit like digging foundations, 
then.  In Tanzania, foundation digging was the first job our work party teams 
had to do, and it was the hardest of the tasks, too.

The ground was tough to break up.  You could only do a bit at a time before 
you had to take a rest.  You needed the encouragement and support of your 
teammates to join you in that work.  And when you thought you’d dug deep 
enough, the boss said, ‘no - deeper.’
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It could be just like that for you in putting into practice Jesus’ words about 
loving enemies, forgiving and giving, and ridding yourself of judgmentalism.  
You could avoid all this work, and your life will look just the same to everyone 
here that you smile at each Sunday, and to everyone else around you; just as 
a house will look the same to us whether there’s good foundations under it or 
not.

But we know how Jesus’ little story ends.  The house without foundations 
ends up destroyed, swept away and is no more.  The house with foundations 
stands and will endure always.  The life that looks good on a Sunday but is 
warped with bitterness, judgmentalism and the hope that their enemies will 
hurt is going to fall apart.  The life with the foundations that come from not just 
hearing Jesus’ words here, but also choosing to do the work of putting them 
into practice, will stand forever.

So look at who Jesus is and what God has done for you through Him.  Then 
live out all that that means.  Love your enemies.  Do not judge or condemn, 
but forgive and give.  Take the plank out before you try to remove someone 
else’s speck.  And build a life that’s going to last forever.
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