
Resurrection   3rd April  

 

Scott gave me a theme for today – ‘resurrection’ rather than a text or reading. To that 

end, I chose the words from scripture that were read to highlight two approaches to 

the subject both of which involve Jesus directly.  I want to try to look at the 

significance and implications of what the term resurrection means for us not only in 

the future – ‘after we die’ but now in the practical realities of life today. We shall look 

at some other scriptures as we go.  

 

One dictionary definition of resurrection is ‘the act or an instance of rising from 

the dead.There are secular interpretations about the concept that involve re-

invigorating, rejuvenating or re-launching – such as one’s career or a project but often 

these meanings involve resuscitation rather than resurrection. Death is a necessary 

component of a resurrection. 

If asked about resurrection, I am sure that most Christians will automatically go to 

the Easter Sunday morning account of the empty tomb (John 20) and talk about Jesus 

being raised from the dead so that He is alive now.  

Firstly, and crucially in terms of the Christian definition, the resurrection is totally 

central, the heartbeat truth, of the Christian faith, we have to believe in it. To discard 

or ignore it destroys that faith. 

Paul writing to the Romans 20-25yr after the first Easter in Ch 10v9 reminds them 

very clearly - ‘If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and ‘believe in your 

heart’ that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

Believe in your heart – we may perhaps feel that resurrection is at the edge of wisdom 

or the boundary of logic but have no doubts, it is a core requirement of salvation.   

 

I would like us also though to look at the other account we read also from John’s 

Gospel in Ch 12 where we note Jesus teaching through analogy on the necessary death 

of a seed to produce the subsequent plant and see if the two accounts of death and 

new life lead to slightly different but comparative practical realities for us in our own 

journeys of faith.  

 

First though, the passage in John Ch 20.  The finale of the Easter story from one 

garden to another via the courtyard, an unfair trial, brutality and painful, ignominious 

death. Interesting to note, that Mary of Magdala , a lady and a follower of Jesus was 

the first person to discover the empty tomb. Her initial reaction was to think that 

‘they’ – presumably the Romans or the Jews had stolen the body. She ran (there is a 

certain amount of running in the story!) to report the finding and two of the 

presumably forlorn disciples at this stage – one of which was named as Peter, set off 

to investigate. Peter was outrun by his colleague – probably John, who looked in to the 

cave but it was Peter arriving shortly after that entered first. Eventually the faster 

disciple also went in and we have an important fact – ‘he saw and believed’. Neither of 

them twigged at this point though that their discovery was rooted in scripture! Then 

we have the lovely account of Mary who presumably returned to the garden, meeting 

Jesus and reporting back that she had ‘seen Him’. Resurrection. If we read on and look 

in the other Gospels, there are multiple eye-witness accounts of the risen Jesus. 

There is plenty of evidence.  

 



In the second reading, we have Jesus at a slightly earlier time, teaching - probably 

towards the end of His ministry years. Some Greeks – who appear to be God fearing, 

approach Philip in Bethsaida and request an audience with Jesus. We don’t hear about 

them after verse 22 but it clearly triggers a response from Jesus to them and the 

other listeners round about. He doesn’t talk about bodily resurrection because 

probably they wouldn’t understand – it hadn’t happened, but instead, uses an analogy 

from the natural world. The idea that a seed – can only realise it’s full potential 

through ‘death’ Folk would understand this concept as do we – that a seed which may 

look very insignificant must effectively die in order to become a flower, a carrot or an 

oak tree. The transformation can only come about through the demise of the seed.  

He is trying to let them know that this process is going to happen to himself. 

Circumstances will soon go against Him but He will come through this and be glorified 

in to a completely different form. He was not offering’ pie in the sky when you die’ but 

stating that death must be embraced in life and that if (v 25) we lay down our life in 

faith we shall also subsequently be raised to something new and eternal.  

 

So how do we may be knit together these two strands to the resurrection principle? 

The Easter morning when Jesus re-appeared two days after his crucifixion and his 

teaching about a seed having to die in life to produce its full potential.  

 

The common denominator is death as the starting point. Death at the end of life and a 

form of death during life. In neither case is the process an extinction event though - 

but both are transforming – life-renewing outcomes. The spirit lives on after death in a 

new life and the DNA of the seed transfers into the new plant.  

In our currently almost sanitized society, there is perhaps a tendency to sideline 

physical death and also fear it. We all have personal experience of losing loved ones, 

wider family, friends and we are given a daily diet of death in the media. It is 

something that will happen to all of us sooner or later and the precise time is unknown. 

In the days of Jesus’ ministry, death stalked much more closely though. Something like 

1/3 of babies died around the time of childbirth and akin to a 1/4 of women died giving 

birth. Of the 2/3 of children who survived, 90% were dead by their mid-40’s. These 

statistics remained similar for many centuries and it is not really until the 20th century 

that things began to change. Many of the children’s hymns from older times had to deal 

with death and suggest a bright blue sky beyond because their first experience of 

death was early and in the close family. It was all around and they wanted to know 

where Jimmy or Mrs MacEwen’s daughter had gone. Answer, ‘gone to be with Jesus’. 

That concept of early death has changed for many – not all families now.  

We must be sure though about the first Easter miracles of forgiveness on Friday and 

resurrection on Sunday to be confident of our own salvation whatever our age when we 

die. This same confidence should remove our ultimate fear of death too  

Jesus speaking to Martha on the occasion of her brother’s death and recorded in John 

Ch 11 says ‘I am the resurrection and the life – he who believes in me will live even 

though he dies and whoever lives and believes in me will never die’. (almost a 

contradiction until you unwrap it!). Jesus died when He was 33yr old. 

 

The second form of death is something that occurs during life.  Our lives change 

significantly and permanently when we become a follower of Jesus and we are 

called/want to put to death – not in the morbid sense, some of our worldly desires and 

habits.  



 

Here are some scriptures which may help:-  Instructions for Christian living if you like.  

 

Luke Ch 9; 23-24 (Jesus speaking) Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my 

disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. For whoever 

wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 

 

Jesus also taught about pruning the branches of a vine – cutting off dead branches and 

trimming to produce more fruit – John 15. Pruning needs to happen for the vine to 

flourish. 

 

Paul talks a number of times about being dead to sin and raised with Christ – look at 

the beginning of Ephesians Ch 2 then in v 4-6 we read…………………….. Also in Ephesisns… 

 

Ephesians 4; 22-23 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off 

your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the 

attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true 

righteousness and holiness. 

 

Galatians 2; 20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives 

in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave himself for me. 

 

Col 3 v5-10; Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, 

passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath 

of God is coming. In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. But now 

you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your 

mouth.  Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its 

practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the 

image of its creator. 

 

 In this list are everyday practical things that certainly me and I suspect all of us need 

to and are trying to deal with. Endeavouring to let them die. Mixed success though – we 

know that our salvation is secure but in a way, it feels as though we are stuck in Easter 

Saturday! We live in a very fallen world and our natures still have fallen components 

but we are trying to achieve mini deaths and resurrections as we journey on.  

Sometimes a major or dramatic conversion to belief from a turbulent lifestyle can 

make a resurrection to a new transformed life very obvious and we much value those 

encouraging testimonies For others, living steadily in faith it is matter of quietly and 

daily being convicted plus helped by the spirit to live in a victory mode recognizing that 

only when we are fully resurrected will be completely clear from sin and its tendrils.   

 

There are other things though that clutter up our lives and society which need to be 

left behind in order for new growth to come through. Systems that are failing or 

corrupt, attitudes and practices that are redundant. Otherwise God will not do a new 

thing. I digress to wonder that the re-emerging of this St Columba’s Church is a form 

of resurrection. I think it is. 

 



So to draw together these thoughts about resurrection, we should be looking to the 

scriptures that we have considered today. I suggest we conclude that, yes there is a 

guaranteed case for our hope and faith – the surety and confidence  knowing that 

Jesus fully drew the sting out of our sin and physical death by His own death and 

resurrection. John Ch 20 gave us the breakthrough of the story.   

Meantime – from the writings of Paul and the analogy of the seed from John 12….. Hmm 

 

When we became a believer and subsequently a follower, we started to be partially 

raised with Him and this is an on-going process in our human condition. Transformation 

in progress; we are called to keep putting to death our sinful nature and rising again. 

Not always easy but like the seed analogy we must try to lose our earthbound identity 

to achieve our fruitful divine purpose. We have help along the way:- the holy Spirit, the 

knowledge of the love of God to spur us on and the encouragement of fellow travelers. 

Jesus is alive again we can/must meet with Him – have a relationship with him. Get to 

know Him better and better.  You can’t have a relationship with a dead person!   

In due course, we shall be fully lifted up with Jesus to glory – calling and election sure. 

Flawed masterpieces undergoing restoration in the present and with a glorious future 

to come!   

So we journey on in our daily lives. Sometimes the Easter Saturday sense comes along – 

desolate experiences – death of a loved one, divorce, redundancy or a diagnosis of 

cancer but we know that, we have a sure and final hope that we shall be eventually 

transformed out of this very fallen world of suffering in to heaven when Jesus takes 

us home – cleansed and renewed forever in eternal glory. Mortality giving way to 

immortality.  Death swallowed up in victory. Hallelujah! Resurrection.  

 

Let’s take a final look at that verse in Romans:- Ch 10 v9 -  ‘If you declare with your 

mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and ‘believe in your heart’ that God raised him from the dead, 

you will be saved. 
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