
Freedom!
Luke 4:14-30

There were once two men.  The bigger one got the smaller one thrown in 
prison.  The smaller one received a message in prison that a Rescuer would 
come to pay his ransom and set him free.  Then the bigger one ended up in 
prison too.

Then one day, the Rescuer came.  He didn’t look much like the smaller man 
was expecting, so the smaller man was a bit excited, but a bit sceptical, too.  
Then the smaller man became furious when the Rescuer declared that He’d 
paid the ransom and offered freedom to the bigger man as well as the smaller 
one.

Something like that is what is going on in Luke 4:14-30.  The smaller man is 
Israel, who had been beaten up and trampled on by bigger, stronger nations 
for centuries.  And the Rescuer - or at least, so He claimed when He arrived 
on the scene here - was Jesus.  And He was offering freedom - to everyone 
that needed it.

The rescue that Jesus announced He had come to bring in this passage was 
surprising and thrilling; offensive and divisive.  Whatever else it was, it was 
something that always caused a reaction, and always got people talking.  
That’s what we see at the start of this passage, as Jesus gets to work in this 
world.

vv.14-15 tell us about the first thing that Jesus sets about.  Jesus has been 
going all around telling people something (‘teaching in their synagogues’).  It’s 
something that God wants them to hear (we’re told that He’s doing this ‘in the 
power of God’s Spirit’).  And whatever He is saying is getting everyone talking 
about Him (‘news about Him spread throughout the whole countryside’)!

Yet again, Luke starts his passage by telling us that Jesus is led by the Holy 
Spirit of God in what He’s doing.  The Spirit who directs our activities to be in 
line with God’s priorities.  And God’s priority for Jesus’ activity as He begins 
His ministry is to open His mouth and tell people some news.  Good news 
that will change people’s lives.

We zoom in to Nazareth, the town where Jesus grew up.  The town where 
everyone knew Him as a lad.  And it’s here that in vv.16-21, Luke lets us 
listen in on the news that Jesus was sharing that was causing the 
neighbourhood - in fact the whole region - to be chatting about it.
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So… what is the good news?  Jesus stood up in a service of worship, and 
read a passage from the Bible, just as Robert did for us this morning.  The 
passage Jesus read was Isaiah 61:1-2.  A passage that’s a lot like the 
message that the smaller, weaker man in our prison received.  ‘God is going 
to send a Rescuer to set you free from the prison you’re in.’

Jesus excited some hope in the audience as He read this.  v.20 says that ‘the 
eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him.’  And as he sat 
down - the position that teaching rabbis took - He said these extraordinary 
words: ‘Today this Scripture in fulfilled in your hearing.’

That might just sound like a sentence to you.  But let’s think about what Jesus 
is saying.  He’s saying, ‘God promised you someone to set you free.  And 
now, I’m here.  It’s me.  All of your hopes for freedom will be found in me.’  If 
you say something like that, it had better turn out to be true.

This is the message.  This is the good news that God wanted, and still wants, 
people to hear.  This is what the Spirit of God wants to echo loud and clear.  
That with the arrival of Jesus, people will be set free.  This is the first thing 
about Jesus that God wants us to hear.

Is ‘freedom’ the first thing that you associate with Jesus?  If not, what is?

Do you need to be set free from something?  The language that Jesus uses 
when He preaches about who He is and what He’s come to do sounds like 
good news to people who can picture the thing they need released from.  But 
if you don’t think you need freedom, then you won’t be likely to receive it 
when it’s offered.

In vv.18-19, Jesus quotes Isaiah 61.  ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because He has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent 
me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’

There it is again.  God’s Spirit wants Jesus to tell good news - specifically, to 
the poor.  Well, who are the poor?  When we hear that word, we think of 
‘people who don’t have much money.’  But in that first century Middle Eastern 
culture, to be ‘poor’ was to be excluded, and to lack what was normal for a 
whole life.
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If someone was poor, they were likely to lack lots of things that were very 
connected in that society.  They were likely to be poor in health, which was 
connected to being poor in money as they were unable to make a living.

They were likely to be considered spiritually poor, because they were 
probably outcasts from the religious community because of their poor health 
and position.  In turn that meant that they were socially poor, being outcasts 
from the society around them.  All of these things were connected.  To be 
‘poor’ was to lack and to be excluded in all these ways.

This word ‘poor’ is then described more fully in vv.18-19.  To be a ‘prisoner’ - 
bound by something that you can’t escape.  To be ‘blind’ - unable to see 
things as they really are.  To be ‘oppressed’ - to have a burden upon you that 
is too heavy to carry.  That is what it is to be poor.

Does that ring a bell for you?  Do you need to be set free from something?  
Are you bound by something you can’t escape?  Are you blind to being able 
to see something as it really is?  Are you carrying a burden that is too heavy 
to bear for a full and whole human life?  Let me ask you again, then - do you 
need to be set free from something?

The freedom that Jesus was talking about was freedom from everything that 
detracts from the whole, full life with God that human beings were created to 
have.  It is to release human beings from what binds them, and restore to 
human beings what has been taken from them which they need.

As we read on through Luke, we’ll see Jesus’ ministry unfold, and see how 
that looks in practice.  And what we’ll find is that Jesus has come to deal with 
the universal need for freedom that every human being has, as well as the 
particular needs for freedom that particular human beings have.

The universal need is this - to be set free from sin and death.  God repeatedly 
and clearly spells this out in His Word: Every human being is born in the 
power and grip of sin, and every human being is therefore heading for the 
destiny of death and separation from the God who created them.

That’s God’s claim, laid out in the Bible.  If you say, ‘well, I don’t need 
freedom from anything,’ then God disagrees with you.  He says, ‘you need to 
be set free from the sin that binds you, and the death that hangs over you.’  If 
not, you will be robbed of fullness of life right now, and death and eternal 
separation from God will rob you of the eternal life that the human heart quite 
naturally yearns for.
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And the incredible good news that Jesus told us is: He can set us free from 
sin and death.  That is what the empty cross and the empty grave brought 
about for those of us who will trust it - that Jesus set us free from the power 
and penalty of sin by dying to it, and He set us free from the permanent hold 
of death by rising from it.

What He offers is that we might die with Him and rise with Him.  And those of 
us who have done that can testify to the freedom that brings us as men and 
women, boys and girls.  We are free and fully human, because we do not live 
under the power of guilt eating us up every day, or the fear of death terrifying 
us the closer we come to it.  We are free.  Because Jesus set us free.

Then there are the particular needs that particular human beings have.  
Throughout the gospel of Luke, we’ll see Jesus meeting different human 
needs.  Feeding hungry people.  Restoring sight to the blind.  Restoring 
hearing to the deaf.  Bringing the outcast into community.  Challenging the 
corruption of authorities who were ruining people’s lives.  Keeping families 
together.

And all of it shows the world that Jesus’ mission to set human beings free is 
not just about giving us eternal hope for a full human life - although it is that.  
It is also just as much about setting human beings free for a fuller life here 
and now, where they are.  And that mission continues through what God calls 
Jesus’ body on Earth - His hands and feet in this world - the Church.

It is to set free the children in the Highlands living in poverty.  It is to set free 
the refugees imprisoned in camps from Lebanon to Calais.  It is to release 
people from addiction.  To restore a place called home to the homeless.  To 
free the lonely from isolation and restore them to community.  To bring the 
fullest possible health to those who suffer illness.

To bind up the broken hearted.  To open the eyes of the ambitious who have 
been blinded and enslaved by their pursuit of money, possessions, cars, 
houses, titles and fame.  To release people from the idols they make of 
themselves, their families, their nations and their cultures.

To release the poor, excluded, marginalised, stigmatised and desperate from 
their bonds.  To release the rich, skinny, successful, empty and depressed 
from their shallow slavery.
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All of this freedom is God’s mission to human beings like you and me.  To be 
free from what binds us, in life and in eternity.  And all of it, Jesus announced 
as He spoke in Nazareth, is centred in Him.

In v.21, Jesus says, ‘Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’  He says, 
‘Now I’m here, freedom for human beings is available.’  He doesn’t say, ‘I’ve 
got some thoughts on how people can live a better way so that they might 
have more peace.’  He doesn’t say, ‘Full credit to other religions and 
philosophies for how they help people, but here’s my take on it.’

Jesus claims, bold as brass, that freedom for human beings comes through 
Him.  Those who hear Him, believe Him, and follow Him will experience the 
freedom that God wants human beings to have.  And those who don’t listen, 
don’t believe, and don’t follow Him, will not experience it.

What do you need to be set free from?

In vv.22-27, Jesus gets the measure of how people are responding to what 
He is saying.  They start off in v.22 a bit like the smaller man in the prison that 
we started with.  They are surprised at the man claiming to be the Rescuer 
from God - He’s not at all what they expected.  In fact, He’s just the local lad 
that they had seen grow up round these parts.

But they are buzzing a little with the expectation that Jesus is raising.  They 
don’t quite know what to make of this Jesus.  He’s got them all talking, sure, 
but actually, there’s nothing more there than a little curiosity mixed with plenty 
of scepticism.  What’s in their minds is, ‘That’s a great speech, local boy.  
Prove it.’

Jesus knows that this crowd gathered at the worship service isn’t really with 
Him as He preaches this good news.  And one thing you’ll discover about 
Jesus as we read through Luke - He’s not afraid to stir it with people.  He 
calls them out on what they’re thinking, and on the biases in their minds that 
prevent them from hearing and accepting the good news Jesus is offering.

In vv.23-27, Jesus refers to the powerful things He has said and done in other 
places that were getting Him known all round the region.  And He says in 
these verses, ‘You’re going to tell me to prove what I’m saying by performing 
some miracle for you in my home town…

‘But I’m going to tell you that this freedom, and all God’s power, is not just for 
you.  It’s not just for the “churchy” or the “good” or for “our people.”  It’s for 
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those in every town and every nation, including your enemies, who know they 
need set free - just as it has always been with God’s mission in times gone 
by.’

This was like the smaller, weaker man in our prison story seeing the Rescuer 
offer His hand out to the bigger, stronger man who’d put the smaller man in 
there.  These Israelites could not accept that God would want to bring 
freedom and good news to the non-Israelites who had enslaved them.  It was 
like a red rag to a bull.

The lively, amiable air of curiosity and scepticism changed suddenly into a riot 
of rejection, literally pushing Jesus away and trying to throw Him off a cliff.  
Why?  Well, because Jesus had called out the misunderstandings and biases 
in the thoughts of those He was speaking with.

There are some helpful lessons for us here about how people will respond to 
the good news of freedom for human beings that God has to bring them 
through Jesus Christ.  And as we look at those, check it against your 
experience: How are you responding to it as you hear it?  And how are other 
people responding to it as you share it with them?

When people hear the good news about freedom through Jesus Christ, they 
might seem pretty surprised at the one who is sharing it with them, and 
unsure what to make of them.  This audience had seen Jesus growing up, 
and they didn’t expect these things to come out of His mouth.

Some of you who have newly become followers of Jesus or who are newly 
sharing your faith in Him with people are experiencing something similar as 
you talk about Jesus.  People are surprised that this is the same person that 
they’ve known all their lives.  And there’s a new feeling between you that 
didn’t used to be there - like they’re suddenly a bit unsure of what to make of 
you.

Well, Jesus experienced just the same thing.  But He didn’t shy away from 
sharing openly and candidly the good news of freedom that was being 
offered, whatever they made of it.  Because, led by the Spirit of God to act 
according to the priorities of God, that’s what Jesus was determined to do.

If your friend who has stared following Jesus seems different to you now, 
don’t expect them to go back to being exactly who they were before they 
encountered Jesus.  Because they have changed.  They are free.  Whatever 
you make of that, that’s who they are now.
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If, as you share your faith in Jesus with someone who has known you a long 
time, and they seem unsure how to interact with you now, don’t be afraid or 
put off.  You can love them and hang out with them just as you’ve always 
done - perhaps even more so now that Jesus has transformed you.

But determine to be led by God’s Spirit in who you are with them, rather than 
being led by an obligation to adjust your new self to fit in with what makes 
them comfortable.

When people hear the good news about freedom through Jesus Christ, they 
might be deeply offended.  The first century Nazareth equivalent of church 
goers were deeply offended at the good news that Jesus spoke.  And it 
wasn’t because they didn’t think they needed good news or freedom.

They had been waiting and watching for good news and freedom for 
centuries.  They knew that they needed something from God.  But they were 
offended because they didn’t like what was actually being offered.

These Jews, who had suffered at the hands of many other nations oppressing 
them and who despised contact with all non-Jews, reacted like this:  ‘Being 
set free by God?  Yes please!  But seeing our enemies get set free by God 
too?  We’d rather kill you than listen to that.’

Now, that was their cultural bias that caused them to reject the good news, 
which Jesus was preaching to them so that they could be set free by God.  
Our culture has different biases.  Plenty of people live their lives knowing that 
they need something.  God says, what they need is freedom through Jesus 
Christ.  But they don’t like what Jesus is offering, so they reject it, and remain 
bound by sin and death and other stuff as a result.

‘Being free from the guilt that I carry around all the time?  Free from the death 
that I keep worrying about?  Free from the loneliness I feel?  Yes please!  But 
you’re telling me that the only way to God is through Jesus?  You’re telling me 
that God has boundaries for human sexual expression?  You’re telling me 
that Jesus has to become bigger in my heart and mind than the family in my 
household?  You can shove it.’

People are rejecting the good news and the freedom that God offers on His 
very good terms, because the truth is they would rather fit in with our 21st 
century cultural biases.  It’s easier to say there are many ways to express 
spirituality and sexuality, and it’s easier to say ‘there’s nothing more important 
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than my family’, than it is to accept freedom from Jesus Christ and live.  
Tragically, that’s what most people are doing.

When people hear the good news about freedom through Jesus Christ, they 
might be angered to the point of driving you away.  If, when you are telling 
other people about Jesus, they cut you off from their lives: don’t be surprised. 
And don’t feel a failure.

This passage we read is about Jesus starting to tell people the good news 
about freedom through Him.  And it ends with a whole crowd of people trying 
to throw Him off a cliff.  If that’s the reaction that Jesus gets when He pitches 
it, we shouldn’t feel we’ve stuffed it all up if people cut us off when we tell 
them about Him.

Now these are all negative reactions that we’ve looked at.  They’re all 
possible, if not probable, when we share the good news of freedom through 
Jesus Christ.  But we keep sharing it.  Because, although dozens might turn 
their nose up or turn their backs, one or two people that you tell will accept it.  
And they will be set free.

In our church, some of you are here following Jesus today because others of 
you told them the good news.  Some of you are free, because you heard and 
believed and followed when others of you passed on what had set you free.  
Now, I wonder - how many more people around us is Jesus going to set free 
as we keep telling them about Him?
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