
Dependence Day
Luke 4:1-13

So apparently, Independence Day 2 is coming out at the cinemas this year.  
20 years ago, the first Independence Day film was one of the big films of my 
youth.  The story of how human beings overcame evil alien powers from 
beyond this world in a decisive battle, with a whole big speech thing from the 
American President on the 4th July saying ‘This is our Independence Day!’

Well, in Luke 4:1-13, we read about another decisive battle with evil powers 
from beyond this world.  But the catchline for this one, and what’s behind the 
victory in this cosmic battle between good and evil (or more accurately, God 
and evil) is the opposite - ‘This is our Dependence Day!’

In everything about this passage that we’re going to look at this morning, we’ll 
see that life and freedom and victory revolve not around asserting our 
independence, but in asserting our dependence - specifically, our 
dependence upon God.

It would be easy to jump into a ‘how can I resist temptation?’ look at this 
passage straight off.  But the Bible is always first about what God has done 
before it is about what I should do.

So the first thing to look at is who Jesus is and what He has done in this 
passage.  And this passage says, He is the tried and tested, successful and 
qualified, Son of God.  He is the genuine article, and He has succeeded 
where others who took that name have failed.

Jesus is engaged in cosmic battle here.  This is Round 1 of a contest 
between the Son of God and the enemy of God that we’ll see several more 
rounds of throughout Luke and Acts.

But the key thing in this passage is that Jesus wins.  Where other people who 
have been called ‘Son of God’ have lost and succumbed to the Devil’s lies 
and lived under the slavery of sin as a result, Jesus shows Himself to be the 
true Son of God who overcomes the Devil’s tricks in a decisive opening 
victory.

Adam was called the ‘son of God.’  Luke says as much at the end of his 
family tree in 3:38.  At the Devil’s suggestion, Adam took some fruit that God 
said not to; because he thought he was  capable of deciding for himself what 
was good and bad, right and wrong, true and false, important and 
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unimportant. The first man, humanity’s representative, was confronted by a 
challenge from the Devil to be independent of God’s command, and fell for it.  
Jesus succeeds where Adam failed.

Israel was called the ‘son of God,’ too.  The nation of people that God set 
apart and called out to the desert for 40 years, to be led by God and be a light 
to the nations that would lead people to Him.  It’s no accident that vv.1-2 
speak of Jesus was being filled by and led by the Spirit of God, into the 
desert, for 40 days.  He is deliberately replaying and living out the Exodus 
where Israel became God’s son.

But Israel wanted to choose its own way through its troubles, its own kings, 
its own rules and even its own gods.  It wanted to be independent of the 
Father who gave it birth and make its own choices - although it was often to 
fit in with the nations around them.  Jesus succeeds where Israel failed, too.

The difference between this true Son of God (Jesus); and the ‘sons of God’ 
who came before Him (Adam and Israel) is that Jesus is consistent in His 
dependence on and loyalty to God and His lead.  He refuses to fall for the 
Devil’s trick that being independent of God is better.

He’s walking the walk that backs up the divine endorsement and the human 
family tree from 3:21-38 that Jesus is the Son of Man and the Son of God.  
He’s the One who can truly represent humanity to God and God to humanity.

Verse 1 says both that Jesus was ‘full of the Holy Spirit’ and ‘led by the Spirit.’  
When we looked at the start of Luke 3, we thought about how preparing your 
life for God’s coming by repentance, baptism and the forgiveness of sins 
opens you up to receiving God’s Holy Spirit.

4:1 is a reminder that having the Holy Spirit resident in your life means 
depending on and being loyal to following the Holy Spirit’s lead in your life.  
To truly and fully be a child of God, then, we need to be totally dependent and 
totally loyal to God and His Spirit’s lead.

Nobody ever did that perfectly - except, of course, Jesus.  From this test 
onwards, the One who walks the walk of the true Son of God, whose mission 
is to rescue those of us who can’t be true children of God unless He makes a 
way for us to be adopted in to the family with Him.

Is dependence on God better than independence?  Why or why not?
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Jesus faced three specific temptations in this passage.  Let’s have a look at 
each one, to see what the Devil’s up to, and how Jesus dealt with it.  Firstly, 
in vv.2-4, the Devil tries to get at what Jesus craves.  The temptation is: 
‘Make for yourself and take for yourself what you need.’

v.2 specifically points out that Jesus is hungry (even though it might seem 
fairly obvious after forty days without food).  Then the Devil arrives 
unannounced in v.3, just sneaking up and getting to work without a fanfare 
(which is how he usually operates - catching people off guard before they 
notice he’s there).  He says, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to 
become bread.’

The Devil tries to get people to see things as perfectly reasonable personal 
needs to be met, to get them to separate themselves from depending on 
God’s provision.  He tries to tell us, ‘surely it’s reasonable that you get this 
thing you need first - and after that, you can do whatever God leads you to 
do.’

We listen to that voice not just about food, but about money, time, 
relationships, possessions and experiences.  It’s the voice that tells us to just 
undertake a little independent self-sorting first, before referring to God and 
seeking His lead.

Jesus responds by quoting the Scripture that He knows so well in v.4. ‘It is 
written: “Man does not live on bread alone.”’  That’s a quotation from 
Deuteronomy 8:3 - and that verse goes on to say: ‘…but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of the Lord.’  Jesus’ response to the Devil’s temptation 
is to declare, ‘What I most need is to know and to do what God says.’

This sums up what we’re talking about this morning.  Dependence on and 
loyalty to God and His lead.  What is God’s lead?  We know it as well as we 
know His Word, the Bible.  So this is the first thing we should pursue.  
Listening to God before making our decisions about food, money, 
relationships, stuff, holidays or experiences; so that we are expressing 
dependence on and loyalty to God and His lead from the off.

The second temptation Jesus faces is in vv.5-8.  Here, the Devil offers him 
the kingdoms of the world on a plate.  Now, he’s offering Jesus what is due to 
Jesus in the end anyway.  The Bible, both Old Testament and New, points to 
the Son of God being the One who will judge and rule over all things with 
power and authority.
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But God’s way for Him to arrive there is via the cross.  It is through pain, 
suffering, rejection, misunderstanding, imprisonment, torture and death.  The 
Devil’s temptation here is: ‘Here’s a better and quicker way to get what is due 
to you - all you need to do is switch sides - ditch God and join me.’

What the Devil is really offering is a hollow lie.  He can’t give what only God 
can give, and what God has chosen to give Jesus on the other side of a 
cross.  But it must have looked mighty attractive.  We know what it’s like!  The 
temptation to reach out and grab what we reason is going to be ours anyway, 
even though we know God doesn’t want us to take it through that shortcut.

The money we reason we’re due back from the taxman anyway, so we just 
won’t bother declaring it.  The promotion that we know should be ours, and 
probably will be if we work honestly for another five years, but is more likely 
to come to us in six months if we do some dodgy dealings now.

The sexual intimacy that we express with that person that we think, ‘yeah, 
we’re going to marry them one day, so why not?’  The hollow peace that 
comes from walking away from the difficult situation that God called you to 
walk, because you reasoned that ‘God would want me to know peace soon, 
wouldn’t He?’

The way of discipleship is the way of following the lead of God’s Spirit, often 
through difficult and deadly terrain.  It is not the way of shortcuts to glory, or to 
‘what I believe I am due.’  And the way that Jesus resisted this temptation 
was to say: ‘What I most want is to worship God and receive whatever He 
wants to give me.’

At the heart of this response is where Jesus’ priorities lie.  v.8, ‘It is written: 
“Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.”’  The genuine first thing in 
Jesus’ heart is, ‘I will do what demonstrates dependence on and loyalty to 
God and his lead.’   Whatever is on the table in front of Jesus, if it involves a 
hint of switching sides from worshipping God to making anything or anyone 
else bigger than that; it’s not for Him.

The Devil would have us take what we like, but always with strings attached - 
that we turn from God and switch over to him.  But Jesus commits to 
receiving only what God wants to give Him, with no strings attached.

If that means receiving pleasant things, He’ll bless the Lord with outpourings 
of thankfulness.  If it means receiving trial, pain and difficulty, He’ll trust God’s 
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purposes in that and be willing to let God be at work through Him in this way.  
Which, as it turns out, matters eternally for you and me.

You’ll find that you’ll want most to worship God rather than grab things for 
yourself through the world’s short cuts; when you’re deliberately focusing on 
what God offers you through Christ rather than on what the world offers you 
instead.

In the third temptation Jesus faces in vv.9-12, the Devil takes a different tack.  
Jesus has resisted the Devil twice by quoting the Word of God on which He 
depends.  So the Devil figures he’ll quote some Scripture to make his next 
pitch.  The Devil’s third temptation is: ‘Here’s a spiritual reason to do 
something to prove you are God’s child.’

He says, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself 450 feet down this cliff 
that the temple sits on.  This here Scripture says that God will catch you, if 
you are who you say you are.’ 

Now, what’s wrong with this?  If being God’s true Son involves depending on 
and being loyal to God and His lead, why shouldn’t Jesus jump?  It would be 
depending on God to the extreme, wouldn’t it?  Well, yeah… But it certainly 
wouldn’t be living out a loyalty to God and His lead.

There are two things about this temptation that Jesus will avoid.  He does not 
need to prove that He is God’s Son - certainly not when the Devil demands it.  
And He must not do something to twist God’s arm and force God’s hand.

The Devil will try this with us mere mortals, too.  ‘You’re a Christian, are you?  
A child of God?  Prove it.  Do this, and prove it.’  You’re not a child of God 
when you prove it to anyone.  You’re a child of God because God says you 
are when, through repentance, baptism, faith and the forgiveness of sins, 
you’re adopted into His family through dependence on Jesus.

‘Better yet,’ the Devil will say, ‘get God to prove it.  Step right over here into 
harm’s way, and see if God will get you out of it.’  If you walk into a situation 
saying, ‘God, if you care for me, you’ll make this situation turn out in this 
way…’ then you’re falling into the Devil’s trap.  That’s not you looking to 
strengthen your faith; that’s you trying to control God rather than be led by 
Him.

This kind of private test of faith that seeks to force God’s hand is not 
something that Jesus was interested in, nor should we enter into it.  The 
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whole depending on and being loyal to God and His lead thing means us 
following His directions wherever they may lead, not the other way round.  
Any proof text use of Scripture to say otherwise is an abuse of Scripture.

And the way that Jesus responds to this temptation is to say: ‘I will not try to 
twist God’s arm.’  He quotes Scripture, as He does every other time, in v.12 
saying, ‘It says, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”’  It’s because 
Jesus knows His Bible well that He sees through the spiritual sounding 
reason that the Devil pitches.

Self sorting, then coming to God - Taking ‘what is due to me’ - Twisting God’s 
arm - Which of these temptations do you need to be most aware of?

We’ll finish off here by looking at the strategies that the Devil uses to tempt 
that we need to be alert to, and what Jesus does to combat that.  We can 
learn from Jesus here.  Admittedly, none of us will hold out against temptation 
perfectly, as only the perfect and true Son of God did here.  But it doesn’t 
mean we can’t learn from our King and Rescuer.

At the heart of everything that the Devil tries is to get us to assert our 
independence from God.  God reveals that life and freedom and fullness and 
eternity and forgiveness are all tied up with depending on God through faith in 
Christ.  So getting us to be independent of God in whatever way he can is the 
Devil’s aim.  If he can get a wedge between us, he’s onto something.

And there are various ways that the Devil tries to do that.  He’ll try subtle 
questioning of God’s lead to get us to wonder whether we might not come up 
with a better plan ourselves.  That’s what he did in the garden with Adam; 
that’s what he’s trying with Jesus in this passage.  ‘Did God really say this?…’  
‘Is that really the right way, in this day and age?’

He’ll try twisting God’s words, using half-truths, and sometimes outright lies.  
You’ll see all of that in Genesis 3 as well, and again in Luke 4 here he’s 
twisting God’s words in Scripture and telling lies when Jesus is weak, tired 
and hungry, to try to break Jesus loose from His Father God.

He’ll appeal to selfish motives.  Being independent from God would, after all, 
mean we get to be the kings and queens of our lives rather than God being in 
charge - at least, that’s what the Devil would like us to believe before he slaps 
the slave’s chains on us.  So he’ll do what he can to get us to focus on our 
own ambitions, desires and preferences.
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He’ll also use certain types of language with you.  He uses a lot of ‘ifs…’  You 
see it twice in this passage.   ‘If you are the Son of God… do this.’  With most 
of Jesus’ followers, He uses it in an accusing way: ‘If you were a real 
Christian, you wouldn’t be doing that, would you?’

The name ‘Satan’ which he is often given means, ‘The Accuser.’  Again, he’s 
trying to drive a wedge between you and God.  If he can convince you that 
God doesn’t want you, then you won’t try to be with and depend on God, and 
you’ll give up on being loyal to God and His lead.

He’ll also try a lot of ‘Surely it’s reasonable…’ language with us.  ‘Surely it’s 
just reasonable that you do this!’  As if we should assume that certain things 
are just true and right and good and important before exploring what God’s 
lead is about that.

And at the heart of Jesus’ response to the Devil’s temptations is to assert His 
dependence upon God.  This whole passage started with a strong emphasis 
on the Spirit of God filling and leading Jesus.  How do we allow ourselves to 
be ‘led by God’s Spirit?’

Well, we can pray, inviting God’s Spirit to be with us and lead us.  And we can 
read and get to know what the Holy Spirit caused to be written.  Knowing your 
Bible well helps you in the face of the Devil’s temptations.  If it was good 
enough for Jesus as a defence to His dependence on God, it’s certainly good 
enough for us to defend ours, too.

Knowing your Bible well doesn’t mean being able to recite the order of the 
books in it from Genesis to Revelation.  What good is that going to do when 
the Devil sneaks up on your shoulder?  It means getting to know the themes, 
the priorities, the consistent promises woven throughout.

It means depending on it for daily living, just as we do on our food - just as 
Jesus says when He quotes Deuteronomy 8:3 in this passage.  Part of full 
living - rather than just precariously existing - is regularly reading and getting 
to know the Word.

And the thing is, this in itself is an act of depending on God rather than being 
independent of Him.  It is to say, ‘I want to know what God says is true, good, 
right, important.  I want to learn and live His priorities.  I’ll depend on how He 
leads me about all these things.’
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When temptation comes, Jesus doesn’t enter into an argument with the Devil 
about why his offer or accusation or dare is wrong.  That’s an independent act 
of taking on the powers of evil on your own.  And as Tom Wright says, 
‘arguing with temptation is often a way of playing with the idea until it 
becomes too attractive to resist.’

Instead of arguing or rationalising in the face of temptation, Jesus does one 
thing - He goes straight to, ‘what does God say in His Word?’ and goes with 
that.  Every time.  He both knows and obeys what God’s Word says.  It’s one 
thing to know what God’s lead is, it’s another to depend on and be loyal to 
God and His lead by believing every promise and following every command.

But Jesus, the Son of God, did it.  That’s how He overcomes the temptation 
to be independent from God.  That’s how He asserts that now that He has 
arrived in this world, we can together declare our Dependence Day.
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