
Be preparing
Luke 1:5-25

How prepared are people to see God at work in their lives, communities and 
nations?

A lot of the time, I don’t feel particularly prepared for anything.  I’m rushing 
from dressing children to checking emails to going to meetings to eating to 
catching up quickly with my wife to chilling out watching the TV for a bit 
before going to bed.  And then doing that again.  On repeat.

You’ll know the feeling.  It might be a similar routine, or it might be quite 
different - but not many of us live the kind of lives where we can say ‘I feel 
prepared for… this event… that change coming… the possibility of God in my 
life…’

Luke 1:5-25 teach us two things about God’s character.  (And remember, 
teaching us who God is and what He’s like towards us is really the main point 
of the Bible).  It tells us that when God says something will happen, it will 
happen.  And it tells us that God likes to prepare the ground a bit before 
confronting people with His awesome reality.

Before we come to these things which are at the heart of the passage, there’s 
something that I believe we need to hear as God’s family in this place from 
vv.6-7.

We read about a priest called Zechariah and his wife called Elizabeth.  And 
we read about how they have spent a married life together unable to have 
children.  Too many of us in our church have been through the deep pain of 
struggles surrounding not being able to have children.  Others of us have 
experienced other kinds of deep and enduring disappointments.

To all those whose nerves are touched by this, v.6 is a gift to us.  v.6 says, it 
is not your fault.  The culture that Zechariah and Elizabeth lived in would all 
too easily associate lacking children, or other things considered to be 
afflictions, as the result of sin in the lives of those affected.

So v.6 is deliberately here to tell us that in God’s sight, Zechariah and 
Elizabeth were right - they had not done anything that would lead God to say, 
‘I’m not giving you a child.’

�1



Although our culture does not think in the same way, those who go through 
similar traumas sometimes experience questions like, ‘does God think it’s my 
fault?’ or, ‘do I think it’s God’s fault?’  That applies to the other deep and 
hurtful disappointments that others of us face, too.

This passage directly speaks to the first question - ‘does God think it’s my 
fault?’  No.  When deep disappointments happen like Zechariah and 
Elizabeth faced, we should never assume that God is punishing us unless He 
has specifically told us that this is the reason.

He does that in the Bible sometimes.  Why was Israel exiled from their 
nation?  God was punishing them because of their sin over centuries.  Why 
will death and eternal separation from God be the fate of everyone who 
hasn’t accepted Jesus’ rescue?  Because our sin over a lifetime severs us 
from the perfected life that God is bringing about for a whole new world to 
come.

God makes a point of telling us these things in the Bible.  But He doesn’t tell 
us that such and such a natural disaster happened in such and such a place 
because they sinned.  And He doesn’t tell us that people couldn’t have that 
child because they sinned.  So we shouldn’t dare think or say that either.  
Especially in the light of Luke 1:6-7.

The child you couldn’t have - It’s not your fault.  God doesn’t think it’s your 
fault, so neither should you.

These verses might also help us with the second question - ‘do I think it’s 
God’s fault?’  They might help us if the root of that question is, ‘I think you 
owe me this, God.  I’ve lived on track.  I don’t see why you wouldn’t give me 
this.  So it’s your fault that I don’t have it.’

v.6 tells us that Zechariah and Elizabeth were right in the sight of God, 
observing all His commandments and regulations blamelessly.  They knew 
how God wanted them to live, and they did it.  Can you say that?

Yet, God did not owe even them a right to have a child.  It is God’s ‘fault’ in as 
much as it is up to Him who gets children and how many.  But that is His gift 
to give, not anyone’s right to demand, no matter what your record is like.

Question - Do you tend to think of deep disappointments as things for which 
God blames you… for which you blame God… or neither?
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Now, what about all this stuff about angels in vv.11-12?  There I was last 
week waxing lyrical on the reliability of Luke as an eyewitness account about 
actual historical events to be trusted in.  One or two of you have read ahead, 
and the first thing you come to is a story about a priest in a temple meeting 
an angel.  And you think, ‘Aye, come on!!’

Why, though?  Are you picturing some glowing figure with fluffy wings and 
feathers floating 2 feet above the ground as he talks to Zechariah?  Because 
if you’ve written Luke off for this, you’re not really being fair to him.  Luke 
didn’t say the angel flew, or had fluffy wings, or a white dressing gown.  
Medieval art did.  So check your biases before you write off your primary 
sources.

When Luke writes about angels appearing, there’s nothing about feathers, but 
always something about fear.  Whatever their appearance, it was something 
grand and intimidating, something that caused fear and dread in the human 
beings who saw them, such that you’ll read about the angels saying, ‘Don’t 
be afraid.  I’m here with good news for you.’

The word ‘angel’ just means messenger from God.  When angels appear in 
the Bible, it’s always with a message directly from the presence of God - 
that’s the point of their appearing.  It is in times in the history of our world 
where just such a message is appropriate.

It doesn’t happen often, and scientists don’t like this because it is not an 
empirically verifiable repeatable event to observe and deduce from.  But, as 
many scientists accept, that does not mean it is not true.  It happens when 
God decides.  And that is only in the most significant of times.

And if there was one time in history when you might expect God to send 
angels to human beings to announce what He was up to, wouldn’t it be at the 
birth of God incarnate into this world?  Wouldn’t it be at the resurrection of 
that same person, Jesus Christ?

The interesting thing about this first angel appearance in Luke, is that God 
thinks the birth of an ordinary human being preparing the way for Jesus’ 
coming is worth sending an angel to announce.  It tells us that preparing the 
way for God’s coming is a very significant thing to God.  And that is what’s at 
the heart of this passage in Luke 1.

In vv.13-17, the angel announces to Zechariah that he and Elizabeth are to 
have a son, who would do things in this world that matter to God.
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The boy’s name was to be John, v.13 tells us.  The name John means ‘God is 
gracious.’  The coming of this man was to bring with it the news that God has 
a gracious gift to give.  v.16 says that John will point people to the way back 
to the Lord their God.  And v.17 describes what kind of ministry John will have 
to do that.

It’s a ministry of preparing people for Jesus.  There are at least three sides to 
it.  And this morning as a church, we might reflect on how different ones of us 
might be involved in sharing these different ways of preparing people for 
Jesus.

The first side of this preparation is calling people to repent.  v.17 says that 
John ‘will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah…’  The 
Jewish people who were waiting for a Rescuer to come from God were also 
expecting an Elijah figure to come before the Rescuer.  Elijah was the great 
prophet in the Old Testament, someone who turned the hearts of a nation 
from following idols to following the one true God.

When we get to chapter 3, we’ll read about John getting out there, preparing 
people’s hearts, calling them to ‘repent’ - to turn around from the idols they 
had made bigger than God.  Stirring in people a recognition of their thirst, and 
pointing them to Jesus as the One who alone could meet that thirst.

So John is uniquely the Elijah figure that the Old Testament was prophesying, 
but there’s something we can all learn here about what matters to God.  It 
matters to God that people are prepared for Him by being shown their need 
to turn back to Him.

Nobody likes the word ‘repent.’  We don’t like realising we need to do it, and 
we don’t like telling other people that they need to.  But John did 
communicate that need, and because he was faithful about doing that, hearts 
were prepared for Jesus to change them.

As God’s people, at least some of us need to be sharing the message, 
‘Repent.  You’re heading in the wrong direction.  Turn around, and head 
towards God instead of away from Him.’  Some of us clearly have this 
ministry.  Is it you?  Does God want you to be preparing people to discover 
and follow Jesus in this way?

The second side of John’s preparation ministry in v.17 is to turn the hearts of 
the fathers to their children.  John’s ministry would involve family 

�4



reconciliation.  To bring help and healing to fragile or broken relationships 
within families is a wonderful end in itself that is part of God’s renewing, 
Kingdom building purposes in this world.  But it’s also something that 
prepares people’s hearts for a restored relationship with God through Jesus 
Christ.

As God’s people like John use their gifts and resources to help families heal 
and reconcile, and they do it in the name of Jesus, those families become 
curious about Jesus - and a work of preparation in their hearts in this area 
can lead them to follow Jesus, too.

These things aren’t completely distinct.  As John brought people back to the 
Lord their God, that affected the relationships within people’s families.  As he 
was at work bringing families together, that affected their relationship with the 
Lord their God, too.  As Jesus’ disciples prepare people for Him in this way, 
sometimes you see whole families grow in their relationships with each other 
even as they are discovering Jesus together.

As God’s people, at least some of us need to be involved in the work of family 
reconciliation and support - of turning the hearts of the fathers to their 
children.  That is a huge area of opportunity for our church in this parish.  It’s 
what we’re doing a little now in our Connections Project, and would like to 
grow into doing a lot more of in future years.

Supporting and resourcing families.  Counselling.  Giving space to play and 
relax together.  Helping with traumatic experiences and every day hum drum.  
All of it in Jesus’ name, to point people to Him.  Is it you?  Does God want you 
to be preparing people to discover and follow Jesus in this way?

The third side of John’s preparation ministry in v.17 is to turn…the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous.  John is going to live such that the 
wisdom of his living stands above the kind of life that disobeys and rejects 
God.

In Luke 3, when we see John in action, we’ll read about all kinds of people 
asking him the same question: ‘What should we do?’  In both his words and 
his deeds, John had caused people to think that he was someone whose 
wisdom was worth listening to.  And John was careful to attribute that wisdom 
and fullness of life to Jesus.

Perhaps this is you.  You are someone who stands out as different to others 
in the way that you speak, the way that you act, the attitude and insight with 
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which you approach things.  And it attracts other people who are living in 
quite different ways.

Disobedient people (v.17) are not those who don’t know that God is calling 
them.  They are those who know that God is calling them, but they are 
choosing to disobey.  Preferring to live life as they choose without God, even 
though they can see, really, that your life is better and fuller and wiser and 
richer because you choose to put it in Jesus’ hands.

Does God want you to be preparing people to discover and follow Jesus in 
this way?  One way you’ll know with this type of preparation ministry is that 
people will be asking you, ‘What should I do?’  And when you share with them 
your answer from the resources of wisdom that God has given you, you can 
prepare people who are disobedient to God to have their hearts readied for 
Jesus in a quite unique way.

If one or more of these preparation ministries are what God wants you to be 
involved in - calling people to change direction, being involved in family 
reconciliation and support, living a magnetically attractive life whose wisdom 
is sought - do make sure that you remember the point of all of this 
preparation.

Like John, the point of all of this is to point to Jesus as the One people need, 
for anything real to change and to stick in their lives now and forever.  God 
likes preparing people for Jesus before they meet with Him - and He likes to 
involve us, His family, in that ministry.

Question - Which, if any, of these preparation ministries do you think God has 
fitted you for?  How about the person you’re sitting with?

We finish with two final things to learn from this passage.  Firstly, what God 
says will happen, will happen.  Zechariah was told that he and Elizabeth 
would have a baby boy.  Zechariah expressed his doubts about this in v.18, 
which I guess you can understand, given that he and Elizabeth were too old 
now.

But in v.20, the angel says that now Zechariah will not be able to speak until 
the time that the child arrives, because he did not believe God’s message 
even when it was hand delivered from Heaven.
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Darrell Bock paraphrases what the angel says here, and I think it helps us to 
see the good reason for the angel silence Zechariah.  ‘Just be quiet for a 
while and watch God work.’

We do a lot of flapping about.  We do a lot of talking.  We’ve got questions to 
ask, points to make, comments to share.  Even when God steps in, and 
clearly tells us He’s going to do something, we’re inclined to say, ‘Yeah, but, 
God, how?  Because x, y, z; this, that and the next thing.’

God’s messenger here said, ‘still your voice for a bit.  There’s nothing for it 
now but to quietly wait and watch to see God doing what He said He’d do, in 
His own good time.’  Sure enough, as Zechariah was quietened down and 
watched, v.24 tells us God gave them the baby He said He would.

God has not promised you a baby, as far as I know.  That promise was 
specific to Zechariah.  But when God says He’ll do something, He does it. 

The promises that God has given to us are written for us in the Bible, which 
tells us that the promises for those whose trust is in Jesus are these:  You are 
right in God’s sight.  You are forgiven.  You are set free from sin and death.  
God is with you, and you with Him.  You have a place in His home and family.  
You are His adopted child.  There is nothing that can snatch you away from 
Him and from His love.

If God says He’ll do these things, He’ll do them.  And if you need to stop 
answering Him back and be quietened to see that; don’t be surprised if that’s 
what God does to you.  ‘Just be quiet for a while and watch God work.’

Secondly, when God does it, remember to thank Him.  In v.25, Elizabeth 
remembers to give God the credit when He does what He says He’ll do.  After 
years of praying and pleading with God for something, when God gives it, she 
says, ‘God, you did this for me.  Thank you.’

How often has you asked for something - for weeks, or even years like 
Elizabeth - and then it’s happened, and you’ve never once stopped to say, 
‘Wow - God, you did it.  Thank you.’

We often struggle with prayer, and how we don’t see God saying yes to 
much.  But I think we’re missing a lot of it.  We were talking about this at our 
Alpha Group, and about the idea of prayer diaries.  People who keep notes of 
what they’ve prayed for, and who look back at them, often go - ‘Oh yeah… I’d 
forgotten I asked God for that.  And here look - He’s done it.  Thanks God.’
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It’s easy to get so caught up in asking for the next thing that we forget to give 
God credit for the things He’s done.  If we do well to be quiet a while and 
watch God at work, we’ll also do well to make a point of thanking God when 
we see it unfolding.

So, God does what He says He’s going to do.  And one of the things He does 
is to prepare people to meet Jesus.  Are you prepared to meet Jesus?  How 
are you preparing others to do that too?
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