
If God could ask you one question...
Luke 9:18-27

Question - If you could ask God one question, what would it be?

That’s a fairly common question, right?  We’ve all heard it, and maybe talked 
about it before.  But how often have you heard, or talked about, the question 
flipped around: ‘If God could ask you one question, what would it be?’

It’s funny how we tend to  talk as if we’re the ones who should be asking all 
the questions.  The truth is, Jesus has some questions for you.  In fact, in 
Luke 9:18-27, He has three questions for you.

Put yourself in the place of Jesus’ disciples in this passage.  Do that, not just 
as an imaginary exercise, but because for every one of us who has begun a 
journey of following Jesus and discovering more about Him, you are in that 
place.  You and I are disciples of Jesus Christ, and so His questions to His 
disciples are His questions to you.

Let’s set the scene in v.18.  Jesus was praying in private, and His disciples 
were with Him.  The group is together - it’s a quiet moment.  Jesus treasures 
the silent company of His disciples as He speaks with His Father; and each of 
them takes the time and space of the moment to quietly meet with God.  
Being together.  Granting each one present time and space and commitment 
to bow before God.

Let’s do that now.  Let’s take a moment to sit before God in silence.  Maybe 
you’ve done that already this morning.  Maybe you haven’t done it for weeks, 
or even years.  But now, because your brothers and sisters are beside you 
doing it too, we’re making space together, for one another, to speak to God, 
and invite Him to speak to us.

If you’re not comfortable and you can’t pray, just know that your silent 
presence is still valued.  He values it as he’s praying.  She values your being 
here whilst she’s seeking the Lord.  Let’s be quiet in private prayer with God 
for a moment...

Quiet pause

Jesus turns to  you and says, ‘Who do the crowds say I am?’  Well, what do 
you say?  Jesus has turned from His prayers to address you and ask you 
this; He’s waiting for an answer.
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How would the disciples fare?  Do they know the answer to that?  Are they 
aware of what people around them are saying about who Jesus is?  It turns 
out, yes they are.  v.19, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 
still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.’

The disciples are aware of a variety of ideas that people around them have 
about the identity of Jesus of Nazareth, and they are able to report that when 
asked.  How about you disciples of Jesus Christ?

Jesus asks you and me, ‘who do people say I am?’  What will we tell Him?  
What do your friends and family think about who Jesus is or was?  Do you 
know, or do you just think you know?  Have you asked them; have you had a 
conversation about it?  What about your neighbours?  Your colleagues at 
work?  Other pupils at school?

Question - ‘Who do people say I am?’

Ask people to call out views about who Jesus is that people are aware of 
from amongst:
- Family
- Friends
- Neighbours
- Colleagues/classmates

What do people in our parish of Slackbuie and Holm think about ‘who Jesus 
is’?  I don’t think we know that.  We could find out, though.  We could just ask 
them when we meet them.  Those of us who live in the parish could ask our 
neighbours.  All of you involved in groups in the Living Room could ask others 
who come to those groups.

And we could all ask our colleagues or classmates, our friends and our 
families.  Last week in our family service, I asked whether we talk about 
‘faith’ or ‘church’ instead of talking about ‘Jesus.’  The church exists to talk to 
the world about Jesus.  So let’s do that.

This is not as blood-curdlingly terrifying as some of us imagine it to be.  It’s 
not stopping someone in their tracks and trying to spit the whole gospel out at 
them before they can tell you they’re in a rush.  It’s not even asking for 
permission to tell someone what you believe about Jesus.
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It’s just a question.  ‘Can I ask you, what do you think about who Jesus is?’  
You don’t need to say any more or less than that.  You’ll be surprised at the 
impact this one little question has.

You’re showing that you value the other person’s opinion, and you’ll listen to it 
before offering yours.  You’re getting people to consider the most important 
question they’ll ever be faced with, and they may never have thought about it 
before in their lives - or at least never been asked to articulate what they 
think.

You’re talking about Jesus, which is the basic thing we’re supposed to do as 
a church.  You’re not talking about ‘my faith’ or ‘the church I go to,’ you’re 
talking about Jesus as if He is a real person worth talking about.  You might 
just stir something life-saving in them by simply asking, ‘what do you think 
about who Jesus is?’

You’re potentially opening up a conversation of eternal value.  They might ask 
you the same question back - then you can tell them all that you have 
discovered, and are still discovering, about who Jesus is and why He matters.

This might be just one conversation - but it will probably stick with people.  Or 
you might just open up a new ongoing conversation with a person who’s been 
in your life for weeks or years or decades, which the Holy Spirit can use to 
lead people to know Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour too.

I’m going to ask you all again at the end of the summer, ‘Who do people say 
Jesus is?’  If we all use the coming weeks to put this one simple thing into 
practice - asking ‘What do you think about who Jesus is?’ - I’ll be really 
interested to  discover whether as a church we’ll be able to answer Jesus’ first 
question of us any better - ‘Who do people say I am?’

So far, so good for the 1st century disciples.  They can report factual 
information about other people - tick, V.G.  To some extent, we can too, and 
we’ll work on developing that for the sake of us getting to know people, and 
people getting to know Jesus.

But now comes Jesus’ second, deeper question.  The one question that God 
asks of you through Jesus Christ that really matters.  The, ‘if God could ask 
you one question, what would it be?’ question.

v.20 - ‘“But what about you?” Jesus asked.  “Who do you say I am?”’  He 
turns to these disciples who have followed Him around, got to know Him, and 
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committed their lives to  being with Him, and He asks them if they know who 
He is.

He’s asking you, too.  You who have been around Him for decades, and you 
who’s been here for a few months being in Jesus’ presence and rubbing 
shoulders with the others who are curiously pursuing Him.

Jesus is asking you.  The question is hanging in the air for you to answer, 
daring a response from you.  Jesus looks you in the eye, fixes your gaze and 
searches you out: ‘Who do you say I am?’

Silent Reflection - ‘Who do you say I am?’

A minute of silence, then put the song ‘Who do you say that I am?’ on.

Those first century disciples who had walked and talked and eaten and 
travelled and laughed and cried with Jesus - they had been with Him close 
enough and long enough to know the answer.  Peter, at any rate, was able to 
say it out loud in v.20.  ‘The Christ of God.’

Peter, like the other disciples he walked with, was a Jew.  And the Jews were 
all waiting for ‘the Christ’ (in Greek), or ‘Messiah’ (in Hebrew) - the Rescuer 
that God would send to be Lord and Saviour - that is, to lead them and 
rescue them.

For Peter to  say it out loud, that he believed this is who Jesus was, took faith.  
I don’t mean a ‘blind leap in the dark based on not very much’ faith.  I mean 
an ‘I put my trust in you, because I know you, I’ve spent time with you and I 
know who you are and what you’re like’ faith.  Peter had spent enough time 
around Jesus to know that this person was worth publicly investing his whole 
confidence and dependence in.

Peter was yet to learn so much about what Jesus being ‘the Christ’ really 
meant - that the rescue mission Jesus was on was not only for the Jews, but 
for the whole world; that it wasn’t just political, but spiritual and eternal; that 
Jesus had come not to claim the allegiance of one occupied nation in a 
rebellion, but the allegiance of every man, woman and child in this world as 
Lord and God.

But hey, we’re all learning...  This moment was important for Peter, because it 
was the moment that he knew and declared that however much he still had to 
discover about this Jesus, whom everybody had so  many different ideas 
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about, Peter was going to throw his heart, mind and voice into this 
commitment - ‘Jesus is a Lord I need to lead me, and a Saviour I need to 
rescue me.’

Is that what you say about Him?  As Jesus asks His disciples the question, 
‘Who you you say I am?’ they are at a crossroads.  They can walk down the 
road where Jesus walks and calls them to  keep following; the road that Peter 
chose here that says, ‘I will follow Jesus no matter what because He will lead 
me into life.’  Or they can walk another road in life that does not confess what 
Peter confessed.  Well, there’s a health warning attached to both choices that 
Jesus wants you to know about.

For the person who chooses to  put faith in Jesus as Leader and Rescuer like 
Peter did, there’s a warning in vv.21-24.  The learning Peter still needed to do 
started here, and it was a steep learning curve.  As soon as Peter declared 
that Jesus was ‘the Christ,’ Jesus told His disciples what that really meant - 
and it wasn’t at all what they were expecting.

Jesus would have to suffer at the hands of the world’s authorities; and He 
would be killed.  On the third day, He would be raised to life.  You might be 
able to rhyme all that off like the alphabet; but this was the first this lot had 
heard of it.

Jumping in with two feet to a life of following Jesus does not make for a 
comfortable path that you can plan out with twists, surprises, and new 
discoveries about who Jesus is and what He’s up to  along the way.  Follow 
Jesus, and you’ll find your mouth wide open in surprise a few times along the 
road.

More than that, though, Jesus is honest and clear with those who have come 
to find out who He is in vv.23-24 - ‘If anyone would come after me, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.  For whoever wants 
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.’

It’s not exactly the kind of sales pitch you’d find in the ad breaks on TV, is it?  
‘Deny yourself.  Give yourself up for the sake of Jesus and what He is doing 
in the world.  Make yourself lower and less.’

‘Take up your cross daily and follow me’ would have had a very clear 
meaning to those disciples who heard these words first.  It meant walking to 
your death - every day, crucifying your interest in your own life for the sake of 
living for the interests of Jesus Christ instead.
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There shouldn’t really be a queue forming very fast for that one.  Strangely 
enough, though, there is.  The church exploded in growth, from that small 
group of friends sitting and praying with Jesus, right across the 
Mediterranean in the first century.  Today, it’s exploding even faster - 
especially in places where being a follower of Jesus means risking life and 
giving up rights every day.  Whilst the church has been declining in a 
comfortable and complacent Scotland; it has been bursting out in Asia, Africa 
and Latin America.

There is going to be self-denial, difficulty, and surprise on the path following 
Jesus.  That’s been made clear.  But along with that is the promise - whoever 
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.’  
It’s the paradox of life as God created it and offered it again through Jesus 
Christ - save your life for yourself and you’ll lose it in the end.  Give your life 
to the Son of God and He’ll make it full, free, forgiven and safe; now and 
forever.

There’s a really clear - and much more serious - health warning about walking 
on any other path, the way that chooses not to  follow Jesus’ rescuing lead.  
It’s in vv.25-27.  And it starts with Jesus’ third question for us.  It’s a rhetorical 
one, but it’s worth thinking about for a minute.  Don’t let it wash over you - 
take a moment just now to actually think about your answer to this question...

Silent reflection - ‘What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet 
lose or forfeit his very self?’

Whether you end up losing your life or saving your life is all wrapped up with 
your response to Jesus and His words, v.26 tells us.  There is a day that 
Jesus will return to this world, and His response to us and to  our lives will all 
depend on our response to Him in our lives.

Did we trust Him when He said, ‘Follow me?’  Did we believe Him when He 
said, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life; no-one comes to the Father 
except by me?’  Did we believe Him when He said, ‘whoever wants to save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it?’

If you will confess today what Peter confessed - that you depend on Jesus to 
lead you and rescue you, and you will follow Him through thick and thin so 
that the world knows about it - then you can expect Jesus to fulfill His promise 
to save your life, now and forever.  If you will not, if you are ashamed of Jesus  
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and His words; you can expect Jesus to be ashamed of you at His return.  
Because He said so right here in v.26

I’ve made my choice, and I invite you to make yours.  I will spend my life 
finding out more about ‘who people say Jesus is,’ so I can have 
conversations with them about Him.  I confess that Jesus is my Lord and 
Saviour - my Leader to  obey and my Rescuer to save me.  I will follow Him, 
even though I know He told me that will not be easy.

What about you?  Who do you say Jesus is?
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